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mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 
LOBOS ISLANDS. 
He also laid before the Senate a communication 
from the President of the United States, trans- 


mitting the report of the Secretary of State, with | 


the accompanying documents, in answer to the 
resolution of the Senate of the 24th of February, 
1855, in relation to the settlement of the contro- 
yersy respecting the Lobos Islands. 

Mr. WELLER. I move that that communi- 
cation be laid on the table, and printed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. That is a very large doc- 


ument. 


are now pending before the Committee on Claims. 
[do not think that itis necessary to print the 
document. Itis a very large one. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no objection that the 
motion to print shall go to the Committee on 
Printing. 

T 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The motion to print will 
be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I move the reference of 
the document to the Committee on Claims. 

It was so referred. 

DIVISION OF UTAH TERRITORY. 

Mr. WELLER. I present joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of California, and ask that they 
may be read. 

The Secretary read them, as follows: 

Whereas, a large number of the citizens of Carson Valley, 
in Utah ‘Territory, have petitioned Congress to be set off 
from said Territory of Utah, and to be attached to the State 
of California, for good reasons as set forth in their petition : 
aud whereas, they have also asked the codperation and aid 
of this Legislature to secwre a result of so vital interest to 
their growth, prosperity, and happiness: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and Assembly of California, That 
we acquiesce in the wishes of the citizens of Carson VaHey, 
as set forth in their petition, to be attached to California, 
and that we request our Senator and Representatives in 
Congress to urge the passage of a law making the one hun- 
dred and eighteenth meridian of longitude west from Green- 


wich the eastern boundary of California, from the point in | 


the southern boundary line of Oregon crossed by said mer- 
idian, to a point in the eastern line of California, inter- 
sected by the said meridian. 

Resolved, That the Governor of the State be requested 
iinmediately to forward to our Senator and Representatives 
in Congress copies of these joint resolutions. 

J. F. FARLEY, 
Speaker of the Assembly. 
D. R. ASHLEY, 
President pro tempore of the Senate. 

Mr.WELLER. Thisisa subject of very great 
importance to the people living in what is denom- 
inated Carson Valley, and I hope it will receive 
the early action of the Committee on Territories; 
to which committee I move the reference of the 
resolutions. 

The resolutions were so referred; and they 
were ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. WILSON presented a petition of citizens of 


Worcester, Massachusetts, remonstrating against 


the further extension of the patent granted to Wil- | 


liam Woodworth for a planing machine; which 


was referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 


i 
Mr. BRODHEAD presented four memorials of 


| that the resolution should be so amended. 


citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the adoption 


of measures for the construction of a railroad to | 


the Pacific; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DURKEE presented additional papers in 
support of the claim of Anna Rice, legal represent- 
ative of John Jones, deceased; which were re- 


ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. | 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. JAMES, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Samuel Warner, on the files | 


of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, to 


whom was referred the petition of William G. | 


Ridgely, submitted areport, accompanied bya bill 

(S. No. 278) for the relief of William G. Ridgely, 

Which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
€ report was ordered to be printed. 


69 


The cases of indemnity growing out of | 
the seizure of the vessels at the Lobos Islands | 


| 
| 
| 





THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


TUESDAY, MAY 6, 1856. 
Healso, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of the heirs of Robert Sewall, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 
279) for the relief of the heirs and representatives 
of the late Robert Sewall; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. The report was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred papers relating to the claim of An- 
thony Rankin, submitted a report, accompanied 
by a bill (S. No. 280) for the relief of Anthony 
Rankin, of Tennessee; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. The report was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, moved that that committee be discharged 


| from the further consideration of the petitions of 


Frances C. Elliott, widow of Commodore Jesse 
D. Elhott, and that they be referred to the Com- 
mittce on Naval Affairs; which was agreed to. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
Mr. STUART. I ask the Senate now to take 


up and dispose of the House joint resolution 
which was under consideration yesterday, (J. R. 
No. 12,) for enlarging the custom-house, court- 
house, and post office at Cleveland, Ohio. If th 
Senate will proceed to the consideration of that 
resolution, t will make a short statement on the 
subject, which I think will be satisfactory to all. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- 


| sideration of the resolution, the pending question 


| to be constructed for custom-houses, post offices 
and United States court-rooms at Detroit, Mich- 


being upon the adoption of the amendments of 
the Committee on Commerce to include in the 
proposed enlargement the buildings authorized 


, 


| igan, and Milwaukie, Wisconsin. 


Mr. STUART. ‘The discussion which has 


taken place on this subject has been mainly for 


the purpose of justifying, as I thought, the action 
of the committee; and 1 think it has done so. 
Several Senators, other than those from Ohio, 
think that, perhaps, it would be more magnani- 
mous not to include the amendments in this bill. 
I do not wish to do anything which even one 


| Senator shall consider improper treatment of the 


bill. I have consulted with the acting chairman 
of the Committee on Commerce, the honorable 
Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. Doper,] and, so 
far as I am concerned, and he also, we are ready 
and willing to withdraw these amendments upon 
the suggestions which have been made; but tlh 
Senator has some statements and aproposition to 


| make in respect to the other measures. 


Mr. DODGE. In aconversation with the hon- 
orable Senators from Michigan the proposition 
was made the other day to place Milwaukie, in 
the State of Wisconsin, and Detroit, in the State 


| of Michigan, as an amendment in the joint reso- 


|| strengthen it. 


| 


lution in relation to the custom-house, post office, 
and court-house at Cleveland, Ohio. The gen- 
tlemen stated to me that they thought it would 
be an advantage to the measure, and would 
The Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
Wape] had then signified that he was willing 
The 
Senator from New York [Mr. Sewarp] so stated 
to me; and the senior Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
Cass] appeared to think with his colleague from 
that State that the amendment would strengthen 
the position of the whole. I said I was willing 
therefore todo so. I knew nothing of the sub- 
ject-matter until it was presented for my consid- 
eration in that manner. It has been mentioned 
in the debate that two of the Committee on Com- 
merce had assented to this joint resolution; and the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Puen,] in the manner 
in which he made use of my name with that of 
the Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Srvarr,] would 
seem to imply that he thought we had used our 
influence as members of that committee for the 
purpose of carrying our measure here. I can 
assure you, sir, it was very foreign from my 
views. [am against any partial legislation. I 
prefer to see every case presented on ite own 
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merits. I thought that, as tnis resolution related 
to a subject concerning the United States, a work 
of the Government, it could not be considered 
pact but general in its character, and therefore 

united with gentlemen in: introducing 
these amendments—not with a view of doing 
Ohio any damage. I would not have done any- 
thing on the subject if I had not thought it was 
verfectly agreeable to the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 

V AvDE. | 

My friend from Iowa was anxious to add an 
amendment to the resolution; and in w ithdrawing 
these amendments, I will take occasion to say 
that it willalways give me great pleasure to serve 
him and his State; and I can assure him that, if his 
amendment had been presented, it would have re 
ceived the action of the Committee on Commerce 
as well as the cases from Michigan and Wiscon- 
sin. Our interests are so intimately connected 
in the new States, and I have always felt so high 
aregcard for the State of lowa, which was once 
a part of Wisconsin, that whenever it is In my 
ower to serve that State I shall do so promptly. 
| shall give earnest assistance to him in the pas- 
sage of his measures for her benefit, whenever I 
am satisfied that they are right and just. I think 
my friend from Iowa was perfectly right in en- 
deavoring to get alf appropriation for his own 
State; but Lintended to propose to him to introduce 
a joint resolution, unincumbered with other sub- 
jects, and refer it to the Committee on Commerce, - 
and he should have the action of that committee 
on it very promptly, and a report upon it for the 
action of the Senate. 

I make this explanation, Mr. President, with 
a view of setting myself right, for | have no desire 
to come in collision with the Senators from Ohio, 
or with any other gentlemen; but we were really 
under the impression that the amendments of the 
committee suited the views of those gentlemen. 

After making this explanation I withdraw the 
amendments which were presented, and ask leave 
of the Senate to introduce a joint resolution for en- 
larging the custom-house, court-house and post 
office at Milwaukie, Wisconsin, and at Detroit, 
Michigan. lIask that the joint resolution may 
be read, and that the action of the Senate may be 
had upon it at this time. 

Mr. WADE. I presume it was not the in- 
tention of my colleague to charge the committee 
with any impropriety. I think they are laboring 
under some misapprehension on that point, Per- 
haps my colleague did not entirely understand 
the whole matter. lam sure that 1 have not said 
anything derogatory to the action of the commit- 
tee. Ihave not charged them with unfairness. I 
did net understand my colleague to say any- 
thing that ought to be so construed. He is not 
here now; but [ do not suppose that he intended 
to intimate anything of that kind. 

I believe I have already said that, before the 
committee k any action on the subject, the 
Senator from Michican, a member of the Com- 
mittee cn Commerce, consulted me aboutit. I 
very reluctantly consented that he might insert 
the amendments, but at the same time T told 
him that I wished he would not do I was 


those 


too 


St). 


| apprehensive that it would be attended with gre at 
| delay. 
| rules of the House were such that the measure 


He thought otherwise; and he said the 
would pass that body without delay. Subse- 
quently, on consultation with members of the 
House who have great experience there, | learned 
that delay would undoubtedly be o ioned, and 
for that reason I made opposition, and not be- 
cause there was anything wrong in the action 
of the committee. Th« y acted as [ supposed 
they would act; but, nevertheless, | am opposed 
to the amendments because | am very anxious to 
have the original resolution passed immediately, 
in order that the contracts may be entered into, 
for I know that the parties there are waiting for 
them. I was anxious that it should be separated 
from the amendments. I think this course will 
not delay or injure the other measures, for they 
can be passed in separate bills. Iam very glad that 


| the Senators have withdrawn the amendments. 
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Mr. DODGE. Iam perfectly satisfied as far 
as that explanation goes. I do not think the Sen- 
ator’s colleague [Mr. Pueu} intended to reflect 
on the Committee on Commerce, or on the Sen- 
ator from Michigan [Mr. Stuart] and myself, 
who were two members of that committee, and 
who presented the amendments, I do not think 
that the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Puen] intended 
to charge us with improper conduct; but, as we 
were members of that committee, I felt it a little 
unpleasant that our names should be mentioned 
as they were, inasmuch as we have been gov- 
erned by the purest motives, and thought we were 
acting with the consent of the Senator from Ohio, 
{Mr. Wave.]| | am, however, perfectly satisfied 
with his explanation. 

The PRESIDENT. The amendments having 
been reported from one of the standing commit- 
tees it will require unanimous consent to give 
leave to withdraw them. 

Mr. DODGE. I trust that consent will be 
given under the circumstances of the case. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no ob- 
jection. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
vithout amendment, ordered to the third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. DODGE, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
(S. R. No. 17) for enlarging the custom-house, 
post office, and court-house at Milwaukie, Wis- 
consin, and at Detroit, Michigan; which was read 
the first and second times by its title. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I wish to know 
whether it will be in order now to move an amend- 
ment to include Dubuque ? 

The PRESIDENT. The joint resolution is 
before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, 
and open to amendment. 


The joint resolution proposes to authorize the | 
Secretary of the Treasury to modify the plans of 


the buildings to be constructed at Milwaukie and 
at Detroit for a custom-house, post office, and 
court-house, so as to increase their length twenty- 
five feet. ‘The expense of this alteration is not 
to exceed $30,000, and ten per cent. on that sum 
for superintendence and contingencies. No 
money 1s to be paid under this resolution until 
the Secri tary of the Treasury shall contract for 
the completion of the buildings thus extended at 
a cost within the sums appropriated. 

Mr. JONES, of Lowa. 
amendment as a new section: 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause a 
building to be erected at Dubuque, Iowa, suitable for the 
accommodation of the custom-house, post office, and court- 
house at that place; and that, for this purpose, the same 
sum as that which has been or may be appropriated for a 
similar building at Milwaukie, Wisconsin, be, and the same 
hereby is, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated therefor. 

Mr. DODGE. I prefer that this amendment 
should not be attached to the joint resolution, 
(and in so saying I speak as the acting chairman 
of the Committee on Commerce in the absence of 
the Senator from Maine,) although I have every 
desire to serve my friend from Iowa. I suggest 
to him to introduce a joint resolution, and have it 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and they 
will report it to the Senate, and ask for immediate 
action on the subject, 

The objection which we have to including Du- 
buque in this resolution for Detroit and Milwau- 


kie, is, that those public buildings have already | 


been commenced under authority of law. Lhave 
every desire toaccommodate my friend from lowa, 
and would go as far as he who goes furthest to 
serve him and his State; but when called upon, as 
the acting chairman of the Committee on Com- 
meree, to give my opinion on this question, I 
must say that I think it would embarrass the 
original measure to attach this amendment. I 
will say to my friend, however, that if he will in- 


troduce a separate joint resolution, and have it | 


referred to the Committee on Commerce, imme- 
diate action can be had on it. I will submit the 
subject to the Senate at once. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Mr. President, I preesnt 
this amendment at this time, because I had the 


consent of four of the members of the Committee | 


on Commerce to offer it to the joint resolution. 
which has just been passed, provided the amend- 
ment for Milwaukie and Detroit should be at- 
tached to it, That amendment was withdrawn, 
>. 
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I offer the following | 


| this building, if erected. 





| and I ant glad of it. I would not myself oppose | 


its withdrawal. Bat, sir, I wish to say that there 
has as yet been nothing done on the proposed 
buildings, either at Milwaukie or Detroit. A 
contract for their construction, even, has not yet 
been made; and therefore the case of Dubuque 
stands on equal cround with the cases of those 
two cities. It will not take the Secretary of the 
Treasury ten days to make a contract for the 
building at Dubuque. As soonas the orders can 
get to Detroit and Milwaukie, for carrying into 
effect the enlargement proposed by this joint res- 
olution, the Secretary can makeacontract for the 
construction of a building at Dubuque. 

Sir, there is greater necessity for the construc- 
tion of a building of this character at Dubuque 
than at any city in the western country, except 
it be at St. Louis. i 
court for the State of Lowa is held at Dubuque. 
It is fixed there by law, and cannot be changed 
except bya change of the law. A letter was re- 
ceived by the] Jepartment here the other day from 
the United States marshal of the State of Iowa, 
informing the Secretary that he had been instruct- 
ed that he must procure other buildings for the 
holding of the United States courts, because the 
court-house at Dubuque could no longer be used 
by the Government for that purpose. The mar- 
shal stated—and the district judge and attorney 
certified to the fact—that they were unable to rent 
a proper place in Dubuque for holding the courts. 
There is such an immense rush of population to 
the State of lowa, and particularly to the city of 


Dubuque, as to make it impossible for them to | 


hire any building suitable for the United States 
district court. ‘The marshal says: 
Orrice or THE UNITED StTates MARSHAL, 
Le Crarre, Lowa, April 1, 1855. 

Str: I have been notified by the clerk of the United 
States district court of the district of Lowa, that the court- 
house in Dubuque, heretofore used by said court, cannot 
be obtained in future. 

Inclosed I send youa certificate of the United States dis- 
trict judge and attorney, and respectfully ask your opinion, 
and permission to obtain suitable rooms elsewhere in the 
city of Dubuque. 

Very respectfully, LAUREL SUMMERS, 

United States Marshal, district of Iowa. 
Hon. R. McCievuann, Secretary of the Interior. 


The United States district judge and attorney, 
in their certificate, say: 
Dousvave, Iowa, January 8, 1856. 
We, the undersigned, hereby certify, that in the northern 
division of the district of Iowa there is no place provided 
by law for holding the United States district court; that 


some place for that purpose is absolutely necessary, and, in | 


our Opinion, no place reasonably proper for holding said 
court could be obtained for less than, say $300 per annum. 
J. M. LOVE, 
~— of the United States district court for the district of 
owa. 
JOSEPH C. KNAPP, 
Attorney of the United States for the district of Iowa. 
The surveyor general’s office for the States of 
Wisconsin and lowa, and for Minnesota Terri- 
tory, is also located at Dubuque. The surveyor 
general’s office, according to the letter of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, is to be accommodated in 
This office is now kept 
in an ordinary house owned by myself, and for 
which I receive a fair rent; but if that building 
were destroyed by fire, the loss to the Govern- 
ment would be more than three or four times the 
amount of the appropriation which I now ask for 


, the construction of a suitable fire-proof building. 


If the records in Dubuque for two or three years 
back, which are there on file, and have not been 
transeribed and sent to the General Land Office 
here, were destroyed by fire, it would cost more 
than three times the amount required for the con- 
struction of this building to replace them. Five 
hundred thousand dollars would not repay the 
cost to the General Government. I will read the 
answer of the Commissioner of the General Land 


Office to a personal inquiry made by myself, in | 


reference to this subject: 
GENERAL Lanp Orrice, May 1, 1856. 

Sir: In reference to your personal inquiry of this morn- 
ing, | have the honor to state that, whilst the surveyor 
general’s office is at Dubuque, and the offices of register 
and receiver are at that place, it would not only be a meas- 
ure of convenience, but safety, for the transfer of the records 
belonging to those offices to a fire-proof building. 

This communication is made in view of the understand- 
ing that an appropriation is pending for the erection of suit- 
able public buildings at that place, in which these offices 


| may be accommodated. 


Very respectfully, THOMAS A, HENDRICKS, 


Commissioner. 
Hon. Grorae W. Jones, Senate. 





OBE. May 


| is located there. 


t 
| miles. 














> 





Again, sir, the United States sub-treasury off... 
The receiver of public money 
at Dubuque is a sub-treasurer. The Treasurer of 
the United States informed me this mornine that 
several millions of dollars had been received ~ 
that office, and shipped thence to the cities o¢ 
New York, Washington, and St. Louis, and Ne 
parts of the country. That office is ke ; 


a id ee pt ina 
common building, which is no more secure from 
fire than the residence of any citizen. If it wers 


destroyed now, I suppose that at least one mi] 
of dollars would be lost to the Government, 
The United States land office, as suggested jy 
the letter of the Commissioner, is to be accommo. 
dated in this building. The surveyor of the 
will also be accommodated in it. 


lion 


port 
I was asked 


ter | few moments since, how much is received ther» 
The United States district || 


in the way of customs. I believe there is Scarcely 
anything at present, but we are now constructins 
four different lines of railroad, all the iron for 
which will be received at that port. The duties 


| on it will amount to a large sum of money, as the 


aggregate length of the roads will not be less, jy 
my opinion, than eight hundred or a thousang 
One of these roads leads from Dubuque 
to Milwaukie, in Wisconsin; another to the north. 


| west, towards St. Paul and Lake Superior; ap. 


other to the Missouri river, at or near Sioux city: 
, 


| and a branch from the latter to the southwest, 


towards St. Louis. All the iron for these roads 
will be sent to that custom-house. Everything 
which the companies will require, and upon whieh 


| they will have to pay duty, will be sent to that 


dlace. 

The distributing post office for the northwest is 
also located at Dubuque. It is a most important 
office; it is much more important to the Govern- 


| ment than the post offices at Detroit, Milwaukie, 


or Cleveland. I believe Cleveland, however, is 
a distributing office; but neither Milwaukie nor 


Detroit is. 


Mr. STUART. That is a mistake. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Is Detroit a distributing 
office ? 

Mr. STUART. Yes, Sir. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Very well. At any 


| rate, I have shown that there are six or seven 
'| Government offices to be accommodated by the 
| construction of this building, while at Detroit 


there are but two—the office of the collector of 
the port and the district court. The Senator 
from Michigan said yesterday that they had 
already a post office; t know they have, I was 
there last summer, and I know that they havea 
splendid post-office building. 

Mr. CASS. It is a mistake. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. The Senator said yes- 
terday that they had a post office building. 

Mr. CASS. The Government hires one. 

Mr. STUART. I said they rented one. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Atany rate they have 


| a building adapted for a post office, while at Du- 


buque we have not. The postmaster there has 
been complaining constantly to the Post Office 
Department of the want of suitable accommoda- 
tions, and suggesting the propriety of the erec- 
tion of a building for that purpose. 

The Senators from Michigan and the Senator 


| from Wisconsin [Mr. Dopee] were both willing 
| to clog the joint resolution of the Senator from 
| Ohio after it had passed the House of Representa- 


tives, by adding the appropriations for Detroit and 


| Milwaukie, although amending it here would per- 
| haps prevent action in the House. 


Now, my 
. . . . 7 

amendment comes in without that objection. No 
man can say that there is less reason for the con- 


| struction of a building at Dubuque; but, on the 


contrary, every man who isatall acquainted with 


the circumstances will admit that there is greater 


necessity for it than there is at either Detroit or 
Milwaukie. I know that Milwaukie and Detroit 


| are larger towns than Dubuque; I know that they 


have more population; but, sir, there is no town 
in the United States which has increased in pop- 
ulation with greater rapidity than Dubuque is now 


| increasing, unless it was Chicago or San Francisco. 


We have three daily lines of steamboats from 
Dubuque to St. Paul. The mail to that north- 
western country is immense, because of the em- 


| igration to western and northwestern Wisconsin, 


to Iowa, and to Minnesota Territory, and I may 
add, to the Territory of Nebraska. All the mails 
for this great region have to be distributed at Du- 
buque;and if the mails of one day were destroyed, 


ei oe on i 








oe 
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h- 
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. would re ae in serious loss to the mercantile 
M emunity and the people generally. 

The Senators say that Iowa should come in by 
2 oan if, Sir, we have he — that story too long; 
hag been rung in our ears in connection with 
a rail ‘oad } props sitions. When I desired, at the 
i. sion that I oce upie xd a seat on this floor, 
al the Illinois Central railroad bill, by at- 
ing a bill for the construction of railroads in 


| quiry moved by me. Abo: a letter received by 
| myself from the Postmaster General, and in con- 


| nec tion with itan extract from a letter of the post- 
| master at Dubuque: 


TReasury DEPARTMENT, March 17, 18 
Str: In reply to your letter of the 7th instant, trans- 
mitting to this Department a resolution of the Senate, 
* That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to inquire 
| into the expediency of making an appropriation for erecting 
a building at Dubuque, Iowa, for the use of the surveyor 


low 1, my esteeme :d friends from on not only of the port, the post-office, sub-treasurer’s office, surveyor 
: general’s office, land office, and other Government offices 


but in the House, came to me and 4 ‘ 
| of the United States at that place,’ and asking such in 


] » 

wnlore > not to kill their bill. They said: || ° 

imploree ma “1 y formation in relation to the subject as the Department may 
«Your bill willecome on next, and we will pass it; , 


: : " deem proper, I have to state that Dubuque was made a 
Illinois Central railroad bill break the way || port of delivery August 3, 1854; that it has a distributing 
yurs, and you will have no trouble.’’ I did || post office, employing five clerks, and the postmaster receis 
“wish to interfere, because I was exceedingly | @% the maximum ¢ ompensation ; that there are there a 
nu. : aes Rall 7 1 peerae “fel register and receiver of the land office, and that the office 
yxious that thet all should be passed. What || of the surveyor general of the district of Iowa, Wiscon 
es been the sequel? I and my then colleagu sinand Minnesota Territory is located at that place, and 
lon. A. C. Dopeée| w orked earnestly in this and || that there are employed in his office fourteen clerks. ‘To 
pS ail ace modate all these offices would require a building 
‘the other House, by visiting members at their ommodate ail & offices would require a building 
rooms all over the city, to get the Illinois Central 
railroad bill through. I believed that if it was 


eighty-five feet long by sixty wide, and sixty feet high. 
The material for the exterior walls should be stone, and the 
passed equal justice would be rendered to Lowa. 
But, sir, we have yet to beg for our roads. We 


floors should be constructed of wrought-iron beams and 
brick arches, the roof of tron, thus making the structure 
thoroughly fire-proof. For such a building there would be 

| required an appropriation of $88,000 for the structure, and 

save NOW a Worse prosper ‘tof success than we had | ten per cent. thereon for the payment of all contingent ex- 

in Deck mber, 1848, when [ presented the propo- penses, and an indefinite amount for the site. 

sition to the Senate of the United States. I do In view of the extent of the public business at Dubuque, 

+ fel as mnuch confidence in the success of the as above represent d, this Departine nt suggests the propri 

nue} : < ety of the appropriations above named, and for the purposes 

measure now, as I did then; and why, sir? Be- || stated. 

eause Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas, Alabama, and Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Tennessee, and the States through which the JAMES GUTHRIE, Secretary of the Treasury. 

connections of the IllinoisCentral railroad oo, are 

provided for, and they are satisfied. I doubt now | 

whether I can get their codperation. I suppose || Pose Orerca Bireakonene. 

they will vote for my railroad bill, but it is | AppPoINTMENT OFFice. May 1, 1856. 

doubtful whether the -y W ill do so or not. Tam || sir: In answer to your verbal inquiry of this morning, I 

certain that some of ‘the members from States have the honor t? inform you that the annual rent at present 

which have received grants will not support it. 

Mr. President, within one mile of where this 
building is proposed to be erected, the Govern- || 
ment of the United States has received at least |} 
$500,000 as a direct (and, as I believe, unconsti- | | 
tutional) tax, levied upon the people for working || 
he lead mines. I have myself paid thousands of | sins 

lars into the Treasury of the United States in Post Orrice, Dusuaur, Iowa, March 27, 1856 
this tax, wrested from me, as I believe, without Be ee . a. : : : : 

stitutional authority. Ido not profess to be The Secretary says that Dubuque “has a 

laure te See at : . post office employing five clerks. 
alawyer, or to discuss constitutional questions; although a small one, it may as well be correctly stated. 
but be the question of constitutional authority as || The number of clerks now employed in this office is nine; 
it may, this tax, levied upon the people of the 
lead region, is a tax which has never been levied | 
upon any other people in the country. The 
distinguished Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. 
Dopce] has himself paid large amounts under | 
these levies, and I believe will bear me out in the 
opinion that, within one mile of where this build- 
ing is to be erected, the people have paid, in the 
shape of a mining tax, ten times more into the 
Treasury of the United States th: an the whole 
will cost for the erection of this building. 

I hope, sir, that the Senate will allow my 
amendment to be attached to this r esolution; so 
that if the appropriations for Wisconsin and 
Michigan are to swim, that for lowa may swim ~ 

also. Let all go in the same boat. I trust that Post Orrick DeParTMENT, May 3, 1856. 
I shall not have the mortification of seeing it lost, 
as | have had the mortification of seeing the rail- 
road grants for lowa lost. The Treasurer of the 
United States told me this morning, only a few | quest. pene . 
moments ago, that more money had been received omens Ca nee Se ey Py ok i at ooo 

servant, AMES CAMPBELL. 
from Iowa into the ‘Tre sasury of the United States Hon. G. W. Jones, United States Sunabe 
from the sale of public lands, than from any two, | ae 
or I believe three, of the northwestern States. ane re re 
Why shall she be ‘de alt with less liberally than 


the Senate, 


Hon. H. Hamutn, Chairman of the Commitiee on Commerce, 
United States Senate. 


$2,000. 
I will add that, in the passage of laws for the erection 


wants and accommodation of the citizens. 
I am, respectfully, &c., JAMES CAMPBELL. 
Hon. GeorGe W. Jones, United States Senate. 


to me how [ shall dispose of them. The room now occu 


deep, with buildings on each side ; 


made repeated efforts to get another building ; but rents are 
so very high that [ cannot get a suitable one for less thai 
$2,000 a year, besides cost of alterations. 


building will soon be indispensable. 
Very respectfully, CHARLES CORKERY, 
Postmaster. 
Hon. Geoxce W. Jones, United States Senate. 


the Auditor of the Post Office Department, showing the 





| Ist quarter, 1853... $24 10 $745 95 —_ S769 0: 
Wisconsin or Micl higan? They have received || 2d quarter, 1853... 27 00 729 50 ma 756 5 
their large grants of land and mone y for internal || 34 quarter, 1853... 38 Ol 746 45 $2,685 89 3,465 35 


| 4th quarter, 1833... 31 87 726 14 4,057 50 4,815 5 


improvements. W hat has lowa received ? Noth- 
ing, sir. I hope my brother Senators will stand S115 98 $2,948 04 $6,743 39 89,806 4 
y me on this occasion, and vote my amendment — 
into the joint resolution. Ist quarter, 1854.. $43 66 $871 74 5,490 47 

The following letter is on this subject: | 2d quarter, 1854.. 57 32 1,081 22 4,945 52 6,084 
sal 3d quarter, 1854.. 638 80 989 54 6,139 45 7,197 

TReasvry or THe Uniren States, May 2, 1856. || 4in quarter, 1854... 7218 1,911 44 8,338 75 
: In compliance with your verbal request of this ——— 
morning, [ give you below the amounts of public money 
deposited with the designated depository at Dubuque during 
the last three years and the first quarter of the present year, 
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paid for the post office at Dubuque is $400; and at St. Louis, 


| of post office buildings in the large cities, it is important that 
provision be made, not only for the present, but the future 


distributing 
This is an error, and, 


nor have | had less than eight since last September. That | 
the increasing business of the office will require three more 
before next winter is very certain; but it is yet a mystery 


pied by this office is only nineteen feet front, by sixty feet 


This being the distributing post office for northern Lowa, 
western Wisconsin, and all of Minnesota, a commodious 


Sir: T herewith transmit a statement from the books of 


amount of postages collected at the office of Dubuque, 
Iowa, for the last three years, agreeable to your verbal re- 


Newspapers. Letters. Distribution. Total. 


86.405 87 
6,084 06 
79 
9,624 37 
._— || to protect them. 


109] 


by unanimous consent, allow my amendment to 
be act d upon, 

The PRESIDENT. The 
question if 
be given. 

Mr. CASS. I wish to say a few words on 
this subject. I will not detain the Senate five 
minute S. 

The PRESIDENT. The spe cial order will 
have to be taken up unless otherwise directed. 
The special order for half past twelve o ‘clock is 
the bill (S. No. 172) to authorize the people of the 
Territory of Kenuine to form a constitution and 
State rovernment, preparatory to their admission 
into the Union, when they have the requisite pop- 
ulation. 

Mr. STUART. I presume there will be no 
ol jection on the part of the Senator from Louis 
lana, — Bensamin,} who has the floor on that 
subject, to postpone it till one o’clock. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have no objection. 

Mr. BROWN. lI thought the business of the 
District of Columbia was postponed until to-day, 
at one o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT. The special order for half 
past twelve o’clock is the bill just named by the 
Chair. The special order for one o’clock is pri 
vate bills. 

Mr. CASS. Iam not going to trespass on the 
time of the Senate; it is too precious; and what I 
have to say is too unimportant to justify me in 
doing so. 

Mr. President, I ama little surprised at the 
earnestness and warmth of my friend from lowa. 

|| | know his attachment to his constituents, and 
'| his desire to do everything which he can for the 
interests of his State; but I do not think that 
either the one or the other is at all involved in 
this controversy, if] may callit such. I am not 
going to enter into any comparison between 
Dubuque, and Milwaukie, and Detroit, and any 
other western cities; nor is it necessary. I have 
no doubt that there is a necessity for the buildings 
recommended. I know something of Dubuque. 
Its growth is one of the most astonishing in our 
country. I passed it myself, Mr. President, when 
there was nota white man there, and when my 
friend had been driven about one hundred miles 
below, and had taken refuge with the rest of the 
inhabitants from the incursions of the Indians 
who drove them off. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa. 
Mr. CASS. 


Chair will put the 
he unanimous consent of the Senate 


I never was driven off. 
I am speaking of the country. 


y and I cannot get a room Mr. JONES, of lowa. I remained where [ was. 
in either of the adjoining buildings at any price; nor can I 


| employ a single additional clerk in the present one. I have 


There is the old chief who protected the country, 
, || [pointing to Mr. Dopee,] and I remained under 
1 || his flag. 

Mr. CASS. My friend will not suppose that 
I intimated that he was driven out of the coun- 
try. 

‘Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 
help to fight the Indians. 

Mr. CASS. Atany rate I found my friend a 
little below Dubuque—at Galena, I think. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. No, sir. 
; Mr. CASS. Where did I find you? 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. You found me in Grant 
county, Michigan Territory. I remained there, 

| and helped my neighbors to erect a fort for our 
protection, 

Mr. CASS. On the breaking out of the Win- 
nebago troubles, | found that the inhabitants had 
rone—nece ssarily as they alws ays do under such 

; || circumstances — for she ‘Iter to the forts con- 
|| structed by themselves. I found my fry ” there 
> || at the head of one of those establishments defend- 
: ing the country. 
l Mr. JONES, of lowa. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CASS. IL had supposed, from my recollee- 
7 || tion at the moment, that he was at Galena. Du- 


I remained there to 


t 


} || buque had been settled by some white people, but 
they had fled necessarily, for there was no power 
l repeat, it 1s one of the most 
9 || astonishing growths, even in this astonishing 
= country of progress, that I have ever known. It 


‘ 


viz: | Ist quarter, 1855..§ oo O11, . eal z is a large and magnificent city—one of the most 
2 “Tr Bh: "Bf 55s aoe at : e z ° 
TO ects ma news seascecesccces. coeceiflp129,485 29 || 24 quarter, 1855 a? ag 84 Of promising in the whole western country. I may 
< 1854 *3'563.971 69 3d quarter, 1855.. 1,707 66 12,905 33 14,764 2 ; ver ; : os ; 
a teen t tt eevere cs rere reececs oeeees » 3,56 »Y || 4th quarter, 1855.. 1.9745] 14,18545 16,350 49 || say that it is almost the head of the growing 
eee EEE eee terete ceee cee i aie ine ono | ameenens — ——-|| towns of the West; and I[ believe it entitled to 
* 1856, first quarter. Bit odatebeeh Ge sivested’ SORT , = ve . 


$581 1S $6. 604 69 $48,696 91 Rs 82 7: 


The PRESIDENT. The | 


ery re sspectfuily, your obe dient oe rvant. 
WM. B. RANDOLPH, c. c. 
Hon. Geonce W. Jones, United aidée Senate. 
I beg leave to read the letter of the Sec retary 
of the’ Treasury, i in reply to the resolution of in- 


1our sailed fo 


up unless the Senate shall direct otherwise. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa. 


the special order has arrived, and it must be taken 


[ hope the Senate will, 


the buildings recommended by the Department; lL 
r || think they are necessary. ° 

I repeat that I enter into no comparison between 
Dubuque and other place 8. The simple question 
is not abouyth passing of a bill for the econstrue- 


es 


” 


pre STR ME Soyrtisteriptsd gree”, 





+ vee —— 
at. tin eee = 


OT ae 


* 


mere Ne BE. 
- > 
dant 


oe 
Sone My 


at re 


‘we 


pee 


Lgocmehon to pean neta ee 


2 


_ ae *. 


tion of the building which the honorable gentle- 
man asks for. 
mieasure, " = 
mittee on Commerce as it should do, and I will 
vote for it the day that itis brought in. [ would 


| 
} 


I will vote for it as a separate || 
Let the proposition go to the Com- | 


|| tineencies ”’ 


| 


be willing to vote for it to-day, or whenever it || 


may be brought here in its proper order. 


But, Mr. President, the honorable gentleman | 


seems to suppose that, if his proposition is not 
annexed to this bill, that is equivalent to reject- 
ing it. I can understand why it was yesterday 
desired to attach some of these provisions to the 
bill then before us; it was for the simple reason, 
that it would expedite their passage through the 
House of Representatives. jut how will the 
addition of the proposition of the Senator from 
Iowa to this resolution facilitate its passage? It 
has the same chance in the House that these 
have; it must go through the same process; it is 
not passed with the other bill of the House which 
cam® here yesterday. I think that the objection 
taken by the honorable Senator from Wisconsin 
is a correct one. ‘This resolution does stand on 
a different foundation from the amendment. ‘The 
resolution is for the augmentation of two build- 
ings in a place where Congress have already 
determined that such buildings should be con- 
structed. The proposition of the honorable Sen- 
ator is for the construction of a building, the 
propriety of the erection of which has not been 
determined by Congress. They present different 
facts for consideration. If we can avoid it, they 
ought not to be put together. I wonder that my 
friend presses it; for, | repeat, it will not facilitate 
the passage of the measure. If his proposition 


were here now as a separate measure, as I said | 


before, [ should vote for it. If he will draw it 
up asa distinct bill, and present it in five minutes, 
i will vote for its passage separately; but I repeat, 
that the cases rest on different foundations, and 
I think it would be better not to encumber the 
resolution of the Senator from Wisconsin. 

Mr. STUART. Ishall not discuss this ques- 


tion, for Iam one of the committee which has 


been rather roughly handled from time to time. 
I must say to the Senator from Iowa that he is 
mistaken in supposing that there are not just the 
same Officers to be accommodated at Detroit as at 
Dubuque. ‘The building there is for the custom- 
house, the courts, the surveyor-general, and the 
post office. There is, however, a great distinc- 
tion between the two cases which has not been 
mentioned. At Dubuque there is no collection 


inspector of the revenue, appointed there a year 
er two ago,andthatisall. Now, there seems to 
me to be a very striking difference between the 
two cases shiek are under consideration. The 
question presented by the amendment is whether, 


| 


where there is no collection district established, | 


and no collector, Congress will begin to build a 
custom-house? ‘That is certainly a new ques- 
tion; and there is no such new question involved 
in the resolution under consideration. 

On the adoption of the amendment, Mr. 
ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; and they 
were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
I shall afterwards vote against the whole meas- 
ure. 


The yeas and nays being taken, resulted—yeas | 


25, nays 11; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Biggs, Bright, Brodhead, | 
Clay, Crittenden, Evans, Fish, Hale, Harlan, Iverson, | 


James, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, 


Mallory, Pratt, Seward, Thompson of Kentucky, Toucey, 


Trumbull, Weller, Wilson, and Wright—25. 


NAYS—Messrs. Cass, Dodge, Durkee, Foot, Foster, | 


Pugh, Stuart, Sumner, ‘Toombs, Wade, and Yulee—11. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FISH. 1 move to amend the resolution 


further by adding to the section just adopted as | 


an amendment: 


-4nd provided, further, That no money shall be paid under | 
this section unt! the Secretary of the Treasury shall con- | 
tract tor the completion of said building at a cost within | 

} 


the sum hereby appropriated therefor. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 
that. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
resolution as amended. 
The Secretary read the resolution as amended. 
Mr. ADAMS. I dislike to appropriate, as 
this resolution proposes to do, ten per cenit, 


I vote for the amendment, but | 


I have no objection to | 


I desire to hear the | 
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on the estimated cost for *‘contingencies.’’ If I} 


could have an assurance that that ten per cent. 
would cover the whole expenditure, should 
have no objection. An appropriation for ‘* con- 
is a very indefinite one. I do not 
know myself what the officers would construe 


| as coming under that general term ** contingen- 


cies.’’ It is a very uncertain way of appropri- 
ating money; and I am not myself willing to 


sanction any proposition appropriating money 


| in so indefinite a manner, unless it is for neces- 


sary expenses. If the appropriation is of such 
a character that you cannot specifically define 
the appropriations necessary to answer the pur- 
pose, then, from necessity, you must employ 


more comprehensive terms, and allow a wide- | 


and larger discretion; but I cannot see the neces- 


| sity, when providing for the construction of a 


public building, of allowing ten per cent. for con- 
tingencies. I have that objection to this measure. 

‘The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
as amended, and the amendments were concurred 
in. The resolution, as amended, was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading; and was read 


| the third time. 


| Milwaukie. 


| the disturbing element has been the same. 





Mr. HUNTER. 1 ask for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Iam afraid that my 
amendment is not quite full enough. I desire to 
have it understood that its object is to appropri- 
ate the same amount of money for the construc- 


and by this resolution will be, appropriated for 
That will be, I believe, $86,000. 
The PRESIDENT. 'The resolution is not open 
to amendment now. 
sage. If the Senator desires to propose an amend- 


which it was ordered to a third reading. 
The yeas and nays being taken on the passage 


of the joint resolution, resulted—yeas 22, nays 


2: as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bright, Brodhead, Cass, Dodge, 


| Durkee, Foot, Foster, Hale, Harlan, James, Jones of lowa, 


Jones of Tennessee, Pratt, Pugh, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, 


Wade, Weller, Wilson, and Wright—22. 


| to the ee of equality amongst the §} 


ay 2 
; 
my regret that the eminent men who had charop 
of the interests of the South at that time a 
yielded their consent to a compromise which in 
my judgment is contrary to the true theory o¢ 
the Constitution, irreconcilable witha just me 
° Ates 

and which, as a mere measure of Dolicy, was 
totally inadequate to the end propose pial aeeee. 
ing perfect harmony upon the subject of a divis. 
ion between the different sections of the Confea. 
eracy of that territory which was common to all 
It never answered its purpose—not for a single 
year. Scarcely had it been passed when it was 
broken by nearly every northern State. Whey. 
ever appealed to by the South, it was scorno. 
derided, and repudiated. When in 1850 we pro. 
posed the extension of its principles to the , 


UrT- 


ritory acquired in the Mexican war, our proposi- 


| tion was contumeliously rejected. When in 1854 


'| we finally agreed to repeal in terms that which 


for more than a quarter of a century had ceased 
to have any active effect, it was made use of as 
a subject of vituperation towards the South. W. 
were accused of violating ‘‘plighted faith ’°—w),), 
very much the same regard for truth as has re. 
cently been displayed on this floorin those mep. 


|| dacious tales which have been brought to us 


about the state of affairs in Kansas. 
[ repeat, Mr. President, the policy of seeking 
for some other compromises than those which ar» 


| contained in the Constitution was a mistaken 


P im | policy on the part of the South. 
tion of the building at Dubuque which has been, || 


t The condition 
of the country this day shows the fact. I thank 


|, heaven that the South has at length become aware 


The question is on its pas- | 


| ment, he must move to reconsider the vote by | 


of this mistake. She has no longer any com- 
promises to offer or to accept. She looks to those 


| contained in the Constitution itself. By them she 


will live; to them she will adhere; and if those 
provisions which are contained in it shall] be 


|| violated to her wrong, then she will calmly and 


|| taken place upon the question of the power of 
, Congress to exclude slavery from the Territories 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Biggs, Clay, Evans, | 


Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Slidell, Toombs, Toucey, and 


| Yulee-—12. 


So the joint resolution was passed. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 
title by adding, **and for the construction of a 


_" , 7 | building for the same purpose at Dubuque 
district; there is no collector; there is a mere || lows °° a que, 


The title was so amended. 
KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


I move to amend the | 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 


resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 172 
to authorize the people of the Territory of Kansas 


| to form a constitution and State government, 
| preparatory to their admission 
| when they have the requisite population. 


into the Union 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 


third time within the short history of our Repub- 


| resolutely withdraw from a compact, all the obli- 


gations of which she is expected scrupulously to 
fulfill, from all the benefits of which she is igno- 
miniously excluded. 

Upon each of these occasions, long debate has 


| bylaw. The discussion on this subject has been 


so full and thorough, every aspect im which itis 
capable of being presented has been so minutely 
examined, that I cannot detain the Senate bya 
further discussion of it. This, however, I will 
say—that all admit that the power to legislate for 


| the Territories is nowhere given in express terms 
; in the Constitution. 
| honorable Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr 
| Hate,] who opened the discussion on this sub- 


It is true, sir, that the 


ject, did say something about that power being 
contained in a clause of the Constitution which 
vests in Congress authority to dispose of the 


|| public property. The argument on that point, 


lic, that its internal peace has been imperiled. | 


Thrice already hasthe bond which binds together 
the different States of the Confederacy been 
menaced with disruption, and on each occasion 


This 


|| that occasion so triumphantl 
Mr. President, this is the || 


however, has been so ofien refuted, and was on 
answered by my 
friend from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] that it is 
entirely unnecessary to advert to it any further. 
Sir, I propose to place this question on higher 


'| grounds than any reference to the mere text of 


Union, which, at the date of the adoption of the | 


Constitution, was formed of one non-slaveholding 


and twelve slaveholding States, now presents an | 


array of sixteen of the former, and only fifteen || 
Causes, which are too obvious to | 


of the latter. 
require enumeration, have operated since the 


foundation of the Government in producing the | 
abolition of slavery in the northern portion of | 


the country. 
On the first of these occasions, Mr. President, 
in 1820, more than thirty years after the forma- 


tion of the Union, the North for the first time | 


endeavored to secure the admission of Maine into 
the Union, while at the same time it attempted to 
exclude Missouri, and that, too, in defiance of the 
provisions of the treaty of cession of 1803, the 


words of which are that ‘‘the said Territory shall | 


be admitted into the Union at the earliest possi- 
ble period consistently with the principles of the 
Federal Constitution.’? The history of that 
controversy has been too frequently and too 
thoroughly discussed on this floor within the last 
two y ars to permit me to dwell upon it at any 
length. I must, however, be permitted to express 


| was briefly adverte 








the Constitution. I propose to seek for its true 
spirit; to inquire into its true theory; to look into 
the condition of these States when the Constitu- 
tion was framed; and to see whether, from all the 
circumstances that surrounded the adoption of 
the Constitution, it be possible that Congress can 
exercise the power to exclude slaves from the 
Territories. ; 

In connection with this subject, I desire to 
read a passage from the speech of the Senator 
from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] who has give 
currency to a fallacy which is popular, which 

to by my friend from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Cray,] and whisk I think deserving 
of some more extended consideration. I[ read 
this passage from that speech: 


‘Slavery is an outlaw under the law of nations. Still 
further, the Constitution of the United States has express!) 
incorporated into itself all of the laws of comity, for regujat- 
ing the intercourse between independent States, which it 
deems proper to adopt. Whatever is forbidden expressly >) 
the Constitution is unlawful. Whatever is not forbidden ® 
lawful.” a 

I maintain, on the contrary, that the Constitauon 
may be just as flagrantly and palpably violate 
by the abuse of powers expressly conceded, as 
by the usurpation of powers expressly prohibited. 

his is no novel doctrine. It obtains not only 
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ander this Government; ithas ever obtained in all 
Governments in which constitutions and laws are 
not mere empty words. : 7 : 

~ Let us take up the Constitution, and examine 
come of its clauses in illustration of my mean- 


y 


Congress shall have power ‘ to establish post 
ices and post roads.”” — 

Suppose, by an increase in thenumber of the free 
sates, they obtain control of the legislative and 
»xecutive departments, and then proceed to ap- 
aranriate the money of the Government exclu- 
vely for postal facilities in those States, refusing 
ilappropriations to the others. 

“Jthas power to ‘erect forts, magazines, and 
arsenals.” 

Suppose a northern majority to use the common 
fond of the Union for protecting its own coasts, 
and to refuse all appropriations for that purpose 
to the slaveholding States. 

The President, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, ‘* shall have power to appoint embas- 
ed Ors. judges of the courts, and other public 
officers.” 

Suppose all the officers of the Government to 
be regularly and systematically selected from one 
section of the country, which might possess a pre- 
ponderating power; that every judge, collector, 


and postmaster required for service in the South | 


should be selected from the North. 

Can any man doubt, sir, that in any of these 
eases, the Constitution would be as clearly and 
shamelessly violated by such an abuse of power 


authority not granted ? 

Mr. President, quite recently, across the At- 
lantic, in the country from which we derive most 
of our ideas of law and liberty, an attempt was 


|| mote the general welfare 
as it could possibly be by the usurpation of an | 


made by the Queen to appoint to the House of | 


Lordsa single peer, with a peerage for life. The 
power of the Crown to appoint peers was un- 
doubted; the Ministry advised the appointment; 
and yet opposition was made in the House of 
Lords, and the proposition was advanced, main- 
tained, and sustained, that, although the preroga- 
tive of creating peers existed, the exercise of it, 
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have been broached, I have heard no man yet 
contend that the territory which has been acquired 
by treaty, purchased by the common treasure, or 
conquered Gy the common valor of the country, 
is not the common property of all; and I ask you 
if, upon any fair construction of the rights of 
those States which formed this Confederacy, as 
they are laid down in the Constitution, this com- 
mon territory can any more be appropriated to 
the exclusive use of one section of the Union than 
the common treasure can be employed for the 
exclusive service of that same section? 

Sir, in every case where the framers of the 
Constitution foresaw any temptation which could 
induce a majority from one section of the Union 
to legislate for their own exclusive advantare, 
they have expressly prohibited such an abuse, 
in order to preserve equality between the States. 
They tell you that ** no capitation or other direct 
tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to the cen- 
sus or enumeration hereinbefore directed to be 
taken.”? They tell you that ‘‘no tax or duty 
shall be laid on articles exported from any State.’’ 
They tell you that ‘ no preference shall be given, 
by any regulation of commerce or revenue, to the 
ports of one State over those of another; nor shall 
vessels bound to or from one State be obliged to 
enter, clear, or pay duties in another.’’ In the 
very preface of the instrument, in declaring its 
objects, you are told that it was ** to form a more 


| perfect Union, establish justice, insure domestic 


tranquillity, provide for the common defense, pro- 
” of the land. Take it 


| up under any aspect that you please; and no fair, 
| no proper, no candid construction of the instru- 


ment can lead to any other conclusion than that 
which I have announced. 

Those who are unwilling to meet the force of 
these principles, who find that it is impossible to 
refute them, endeavor to evade their application. 


| We are told that the South is not excluded from 
| the common territory; that we have all just the 


1} 


by the creation of a life peerage, was an abuse, | 


andcontrary to the fundamental constitution of the || on the Kansas-Nebraska bill, compared the pro- 


kinedom. The Crown yielded, and the Lords 
triumphed. 

Sir, look at your Declaration of Independence. 
Upon what grounds was it that its immortal 


author placed the right of the people of this coun- | 


try to assert their independence, and to declare 


that for the future they would hold the people of 


Great Britain ‘* enemies in war; in peace friends?”’ 
Look at the entire list of grievances. 


" ~~ | 
There is 
scarcely one of them that is the usurpation of an || 


unconstitutional power; every one of them is the | 


abuse of an admitted constitutional power. Upon 
that principle your Revolution rests. And, sir, 
itis not to-day, nor before a body like this, that 
those who represent southern interests are to be 
told that the question is, whether a particular 
power is granted by the terms of the Constitution, 
without reference to its spirit? 


All feel at once, | 


same right to go there which people from the 
North have; that all that is done isto say that 
we shall not carry a particular species of property 
there; and the honorable Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
Wape,] I remember, in aspeech delivered by him 
hibition by Congress of the introduction of slaves 
into the Territories to the prohibition of the in- 
troduction of spirituous liquors, or of gunpowder, 
or of any dangerous substance about which Con- 
gress might pass police regulations in legislating 
for the Territories. 

Mr. President, an argument like this is as 
insulting to the intelligence of the people of the 


| South as the maintenance of the proposition 


: ; : cats 
which it seeks to sustain would be injurious to 


their interests. The fallacy, to our minds, is so 


| obvious, that I believe no one has hitherto under- 


| clent instruments in deceiving others 


sir, that the instances which I have suggested || 


would be gross abuses, entirely contrary to that | 


spirit. What, then, is the principle that underlies 
that whole eas for our common government, 
and which wes 


10uld all instinctively feel to have | 


been outraged by such abuses? It is, sir, the | 


equality of the free and independent States which 
that instrament links together in a common bond 
of union—entire, absolute, complete, unqualified 


equality—equality as sovereigns, equality in their | 
rights, equality in their duties. This was the || 


Spirit that presided over the formation of the 
Constitution; this the living spirit that breathes 
through every line of it; this the object professed 
by it of forming “ a more perfect union”’— 
“ Great were the thoughts, and strong the minds, 
Of those who framed in high debate 


The immortal league of love that binds 
Our fair, broad empire State to State.” 


Take away this league of love; convert it into 
a bond of distrust, of suspicion, or of hate; and 
the entire fabric which is held together by that 
cement will crumble to the earth, and rest scat- 
tered in dishonored fragments upon the ground. 

Now, sir, apply these principles to the question 
of the division of that territory which is common 
to the country. Amidstall the wild theories, the 


fantastic propositions which upon this subject 





| to which this argument is made to apply? 


taken to answer it. It appears to carry its own 
answer. But, sir, we have been taught by sad 
experience that arguments, however plainly their 
fallacy may appear to some, are frequently eili- 
Some mis- 
chief may be done by this statement, and I pro- 
pose to give it a few moments’ consideration. 
What is the condition of the common territory 
It is 
an uncultivated waste. It is covered either by 
the primeval forest, or it is still carpeted by the 
waving grass, over which no human shadow has 


| been cast since its dewy surface first glittered in 


the morning sun. 


It is utterly unfitted for any 
other human 


purpose than cultivation. Man 


could not there exist without obtaining his sub- | 


sistence from the fruits of the earth. What is the 


| condition of the South to which this argumenit is 


| 


1 
} 


addressed? Almost its entire agricultural popu- | 
| lation consists of negro slaves; and this is pre- | 


cisely the pe sree which it is proposed to ex- 
clude. So that we are insulted and mocked by 


the offer to give us our portion of the common | 


property, coupled with a condition which makes 
it impossible for us to use it, and which reserves 
it for the exclusive use of the North; and then, 
when we utter some faint complaint, when we 
modestly suggest that this is not very fair, we are 
answered by ‘shrieks for freedom,’’ and the 


people of the North have their prejudices and | 


passions inflamed by appeals, in which they are 
told of ** southern aggressions’’ and of the ** usurp- 
ations of the southern slave-power.”’ 

Before leaving this branch of the subject, I de- 
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sire to say a few words in relation to the princi- 
ples contained in the Kansas-Nebraska act—not 
that they are necessary in my part of the country; 
not that the people of the South have the slightest 
doubt in relation to the policy or propriety of 
these enactments; but for the purpose of answer- 
ing a disingenuous argument which has been 
repeatedly urged in both branches of Congress. 
We are told thatthose who advocated the passage 
of this act, and now sustain it, when at the North 
endeavor to yt rsuade northern people that it is 
he best possible enactment for freedom; and that 
its advocates at the South tell the people of the 
South that it is an entire security for the right of 
the South; and then itis said, with some show of 
reason, that one side or the other has been cheated. 


Mr. President, those who use that areument 
at the North are right; those who sustain that 
bill upon the grounds which I have just men- 
tioned, at the South, are right. Neither cheats; 
neither is cheated. The history of the passage 
of that billis famihar to us all. There was a 
series of propositions presented to its advocates, 
upon all of which they could agree save one. All 
agreed upon the right of a State to enter into this 
Union whenever it had sufficient population, and 
had formed a republican constitution, whether 
that constitution established or prohibited sla- 
very. That provision was, therefore, inserted in 
the bill. All agreed that it was prejudicial to the 
best interests of the country that the subject of 
slavery should be diseussed in Congress. All 
avreed that, whether Congress had the power or 
not to exclude slavery from the Territories, it 
ought not to exercise it. All agreed that, if that 
power was owned by us, we oucht to delegate it 
to the people whose interests were to be affected 
by the institutions established at home. We 
therefore put that into the bill. 

‘Then came the point upon which we disagreed. 
Some said, as I say, Congress has no power to 
exclude slavery from the common territory; it 
cannot delegate it, and the people in the Terri- 
tory cannot exercise it except at the time when 
they form their constitution. Others said, Con- 
cress has the power; Congress can delegate it, 
and the people can exercise it. Sull others said 
—my honorahie friend from Michigan {[Mr. Cass} 
said—that the power to legislate on that subject 
was a power inherent in every people with whom 
the doctrine of self-government was anything 
more thanan empty name. On this proposition 
we disagreed; and to what conclusion did we 

|come? Wesaid, in this bill, that we transferred 
to the people of that ‘Territory the entire power 
to control, by their own legislation, their own 
domestic institutions, subject only to the provis- 
ions of the Constitution; that we would not in- 
terfere with them; that they might do as they 
pleased on the subject; that the Constitution 
alone should govern. And then, in order to pro- 
vide ameans by which the Constitution could 
govern, by which thet single undecided question 
could be determined, we of the South, conscious 
that we were right, the North asserting the same 
confidence in its own doctrines, agreed that every 
question touching human slavery, or human free- 
dom, should be appealable to the Supreme Court 
of the United States for its decision. 

There is the Kansas bill. Therefore when I 
advocate this bill among my people at home, con- 
scious that they share my confidence in the cor- 
rectness of the principles which | here enunei- 
ated, I say to them, in all candor and sincerity, 
‘* You are safe under this bill.’’ Let the gentle- 
men of the North who profess an equal confi- 
dence in what they believe to be constitutional 
principles on this subject, go to the same tribunal, 
and follow the example which the South has ever 
set them, of being a law-abiding and law-observ- 
ing people, and this question will then be finall 
settled by a tribunal from which none of us will 
attempt an appeal. : 

Strange, strange, sir, thet that section of this 
Union which bears throughout the country the 

| reputation of being so excitable, so passionate, 
so violent, is always ready to submit its claims 
to the decision of the tribunals of the country; 
while that which is called the calm, cold, quiet, 
calculating North, always obeying thc law, always 
|| subservient to the behests of the Constitution, 
|| whenever this question of slavery arises—and 
' this alone—appeals to Sharpe’s rifles instead of 
| courts of justice. 
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Mr. BUTLER. Those rifles are now better 
known as Jeecher’s Bibles. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, is there 
not something significant in this ? Does not the 
simple statement of this fact establish conclu- 
sively upon which side is the right?) Whatman, 
confident of his title, ever hesitated to submit it 
to the Supreme Court of the United States? What 
man, conscious of the weakness of his preten- 
sions, di not dread to submit those pretensions 
to that tribunal? Let the people of the country 
compare the attitude of the two sections of the 
Confederacy on this subject, and let them draw 
their own inference. 

The next proposition to which I wish very 
briefly to advert is one which emanates from the 
distinguished author of almost every heresy that 
appears on this subject. ‘The honorable Senator 
from New York [Mr. Sewarp] has thought 
proper to tell us that * slavery isan outlaw under 
the lew of nations.’’? Well, sir, that will be spread 
through the machinery of the Federal post office. 
it is printed in your Globe. It will be read prob- 
ably by millions of people who know nothing 
whatever in relation to the law of nations; but 
they will think that a man of the eminent reputa- 
tion of the distinguished Senator from New York 
as a lawyer and asa statesman, could not possi- 
bly, before the Senate of the United States, assert 
a principle of the law of nations so broadly and 
80 unqualifiedly, unless It were correct. Sir, it 
has done its mischief, and it willdo more. No 
such faint voice as mine can follow it to every 
village, to every hamlet, to every cottage to which 
ithas spread. Still it is not improper, as these 
propositions in turn are made, that in turn they 
should be refuted. Mine be the easy task on this 
one—too easy to merit the least credit. 

| refer to but a single volume. This is not the 
place for elaborate discussion on legal questions. 

therefore refer to asingle work by an American 
author, the most recent on the law of nations, in 
this country, and he tells us that the honorable 


Senator from New York, when he says that | 


slavery is an outlaw under the law of nations, 
has taken up and adopted a principle that Great 
Britain attempted to establish as the basis of her 
right of search for a quarter of a century—a prin- 
ciple which was constantly repudiated and rejected 
by those who managed the negotiations in behalf 
of this country—a principle which was put down 
by John Quincy Adams, who, I imagine, will 
scarcely be repudiated as authority upon any 
question touching the abolition of slavery by gen- 
tlemen identified either with the Republican or 
Abolitionist party. He tells us this, not only on 
the faith of the negotiations between the two 
Governments, but he proves that our Govern- 
ment was right, not merely by citations of dis- 
tinguished authors on national law, but by the 
adjudications of the courts of justice of the high- 
est class abroad and at home. That has been 
declared to be the law by the high court of Ad- 
miralty of Great Britain; that has been declared 
to be the law by the court of King’s Bench of 
GreatgBritain; and finally, in our owra Supreme 
Courtthat sits below us, it was held (the vener- 
able Chief Justice Marshall delivering the opinion 
of the court) that slavery was not an outlaw 
under the law of nations; that slavery was pro- 
tected by the law of nations; nay, sir, that the 
horrible slave trade which we have proscribed— 


which we have denounced as piracy in our stat- || 


utes, is protected by the law of nations. I refer 
the Senator, if he desires to see where the author- 
ities are collected on the subject, to Wheaton’s 
Treatise on the Law of Nations, pages 632 and 
following. I will, however, request our Secre- 
tary to read a passage from the decision of Chief 
Justice Marshall, which is copied on the 635th 
page. 
The Secretary read the extract as follows: 


‘* But from the earliest times war had existed, and war 
conferred rights in which all had acquiesced. Among the 


most enlightened nations of antiquity one of these rights || 


was, that the victor might enslave the vanquished. That 
which was the usage of all nations could not be pronounced 
repugnant to the law of nations, which was certainly to be 
tried by the test of general usage. That which had received 
the assent of all must be the law ofall. 

** Slavery, then, had its origin in force; but as the world 
had agreed that it was the legitimate result of force, the 
state of things which was thus produced by general consent 
could not be pronounced unlawful. 

** Throughout Christendom this harsh rule had been ex- 
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to enslave captives. But this triumph had not been uni- 
versal. The parties to the modern law of nations do not 
propagate their principles by force ; and Africa had not yet 
adopted them. Throughout the whole extent of that im- 
mense continent, so far as we know its history, it is still the 
law of nations, that prisoners are slaves. The question 
then was, could those who had renounced this law be per- 
mitted to participate in its effects by purchasing the human 
beings who are its victims ? 

“Whatever might be the answer of a moralist to this 
question, a jurist must search for its legal solution in those 
principles which are sanctioned by the usages, the national 
acts, and the general assent of that portion of the world of 
which he considers himself a part, and to whose law the 
appeal is made. If we resort to this standard as the test of 
international law, the question must be considered as de 
cided in favor of the legality of the trade. Both Europe and 
America embarked in it, and for nearly two centuries it was 
carried on without opposition and without censure. A 
jurist could not say that a practice thus supported was ille- 
gal, and that those engaged in it might be punished either 
personally or by deprivation of property.” 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Now, Mr. President, I 
oppose the authority of Chief Justice Marshall, 
on a question of international law, to the dictum 
of the honorable Senator from New York. 

It is a matter which excites the deepest interest 


i 


in our minds to inquire what are the motives of 


this constant, cruel, unrelenting warfare which is 
waged by some of the people of the North against 
the rights of the South. What interest have they 
in the question whether or not a slave shall be 
moved from Louisiana or South Carolina to Kan- 
sas? Regard for the slave is not the motive; 
that is clear. ‘That was once used as a pretext, 
but having lost its force it is now abandoned 
from very shame. No man proposes to increase 
the number of slaves. No man can pretend for 
an instant that itis hurtful to the slave that his 
master should have the choice of leaving one loca- 
tion, where his fortunes are adverse, and seeking 


| 
j 


another where they may be favorable, because | 


on that may depend the physical comfort and 
i ample supply of necessaries for the slave. 
motive Is not the interest of the slave at all. 
Why, sir, what better proof do we want than 
this fact? This very faction—this very Kansas 
faction, of which certain gentlemen on this floor 
are the exclusive supporters and friends, and 
about which they are now making all the noise 
that is made in the country—has done, and is now 
doing avowedly everything within its power to 
prevent the freedom of slaves. What has it in its 
power? The only thing that it can possibly do 
towards securing the freedom of the slave, 1s to 
offer a refuge for the emancipated slave. LEvery- 


| body knows that one of the chief obstacles to be | 
overcome in the South towards the emancipation | 
Here is || 


a virgin soil, and there are tens of thousands of | 


of the slave, is to find arefuge for him. 


acres of ground for every individual who can be 


| found within its limits. It wants nothing so much | 
ry’ ~_ 

Che South has slaves, and many | 
southern slaveholders have slaves that they are | 


as population. 


The | 


ready to emancipate; but the southern laws think | 


it dangerous that the two classes of colored popu- 
lation should be kept together. Yet this very 
Kansas faction, which could offer a refuge to those 
liberated and emancipated slaves, uses the very 
first instant, when it can evince its intentions by 
the passage of an enactment, to pass a constitu- 


tional prgyision prohibiting liberated slaves from | 


| entering within its borders. 


Conduct like this is | 


ample for the purpose of evincing the motives | 


which actuate the minds of men who are guilty 
| of it. 


it is not regard to the slave. 
|} man can deny it. 
| been abandoned, what are the others? 

Sir, if this were not a very grave subject, it 


That is proven; no 


| would be amusing to listen to the frivolous pre- | 
texts which have been put forth by Senators on | 
| this floor to justify their conduct towards the | 


I say, once more, on the question of the | 
interest which the North has on the subject, that | 


Now, that that pretext has | 


‘|| South. The honorable Senator from New Hamp- | 


‘| shire [Mr. Hae] has a tender conscience, and | 


is very much exercised for fear that the people | 
| who will live one hundred years hence in Kansas, | 


may look back and find that he did not help to 
keep slavery out, and will curse his memory! 
| There is one motive. The honorable Senator 
| who sits alongside of him, the Senator from Iowa, 

{Mr. Harwan,] can by no possibility consent to 
| degrade himself by working in a State where 
slaves work. That may,as he says, be thought 
|| by us to be sickly sentimentality, but still it is a 
1 deep-seated feeling in his bosom. He would con- 


ploded, and war was no longer considered as giving aright |) sider himself degraded if he put his hand to any 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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work in any region of country where a slave Was 
| working! There is another pretext for Waging 
| this war on the South; whilst the honorable Se, 
ator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wuson} contents 
himself with a general shriek for * freedom eee 
God’s heritage,’’ forgetting, overlooking the in. 
_ formation which he ought to have given the en. 
_ate, how his particular desire for ** freedom pone 
| God’s heritage ’’ was to be gratified, or its pen 
fication impeded by the removal of a slave from 
one State to another. 

The flimsy nature of these pretexts suffices to 
show that there is another motive behind; and th 
motive has been avowed in the other House much 
more candidly than in this. The motive is a 

| struggle for power—for political power—for the 
chance of subverting that equality of the States 
to which I have adverted; not for power in the 
other branch, because whether a slave is in Loy. 
isiana or in Kansas, he is equally entitled to be 
counted in the basis of Federal representation, 
and the number of Federal Representatives would 
be the same. The struggle is for power here, oy 
this floor. It was triumphantly avowed, the other 
day, by the Senator from Massachusetts. Hp 
told us, with a smile of conscious superiority 
which is so becoming him, that the North would 
| take this matter into its own hands; it would thin 
out around here, and send men who would follow 
his lead and show the country what a true Dem- 
ocratic administration would be. Ay, sir, it js 
| a struggle for power in this body; and for what 
| purpose? My honorable friend from Alabama, 
| {Mr. Cray,] in the masterly speech which he 
delivered the other day in the Senate, drew back 
| the curtain behind which these conspirators are 
_endeavoring to sap the very foundations of the 
Constitution of their country. The object is to 
| attain such power as shall put these parties in 
ossession of sufficient representation, in both 
osranches of Congress, to change the Federal Con- 
| stitution, and to deprive the South of that repre- 
| sentation which is already inadequate to protect 
her rights. When that shall have been done— 
when she is reduced to a feeble minority, utterly 
incompetent to move hand or foot, and bound 
subserviently to the will of the North—then will 
| the last act of the drama be played; and then will 
the Abolition sentiments which they hide now, 
but which they entertain in their heart of hearts, 
| be developed to the country, and ruin and deso- 
lation spread over fifteen of the States of this 
| Union. Thatis the object—disguised, concealed, 
but transparent through the flimsy veil by which 
they attempt to conceal their nefarious purposes. 
Now, Mr. President, this being the sole motive 
| for which the North is struggling—the acquisi- 
tion of power—will the Senate permit me to be 
so far wanting in respect for its intelligence, as to 
say a few words in comparison of the interests 
which the South holds in this gtake? Property, 
| safety, honor—existence itself—depend on the 
| decision of the questions which are now pending 
in this Congress—property for $2,000,000,000, 
cannot purchase at a low average price, the 
slaves which now belong to the people of the 
South, whilst no human calculation can reach the 
estimate of the destruction of other property 
which would necessarily be involved in any 
| measure which should deprive us of our slaves; 
safety, because our population, now kept in prop- 
er subjection, peaceful and laborious, would be 
converted into an idle, reckless, criminal popula- 
tion, eager for rapine and murder, led on to their 
foul purposes by inflamed passions,—passions i0- 
flamed by fanatical emissaries from another por- 
tion of a common country, who formed a com- 
mon government to cherish brotherly feelings; 
honor, because we should be degraded from our 
position of free, sovereign, self-dependent States, 
into a servile subserviency to northern will; ex- 
istence, ay, existence itself, because the history 
of Hayti is written in characters so black, ‘0 
dark, so prominent, that we cannot be ignorant 
of the fate that awaits us if measures similar to 
those which have produced that result there, are 
also to be inaugurated in our southern States. 
Now, Mr. President, when we see these two 
interests contrasted—the North struggling for 
the possession of a power to which she has no 
legitimate claim under the Constitution, for the 
sole purpose of abusing that power,—the South 
struggling for property, honor, safety—all that 
is dear to man—tell me if the history of the world 
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xhibits an example of a people occupying a more 
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enn : 
To vituperation they oppose calm reason. 


menaces and threats of violence, and insulting 


To 


To direet attacks on their rights or their honor, 
they appeal to the guarantees of the Constitution; 
“an when those guarantees shall fail, and not till 
re n, will the injured, outraged South throw her 
word into the scale of her rights, and appeal to | 
the God of battles to do her justice. I say her | 
word, because I am not one of those who be- | 
lieve in the possibility of a peaceful disruption | 
of the Union. It cannot come until every pos- | 
sible means of conciliation have been exhausted; | 
it cannot come until every angry passion shall | 
have been roused; it cannot come until brotherly 
feeling shall have been converted into deadly 
hate; and then, sir, with feelings embittered by 
the consciousness of injustice, or passions high- | 


wrought and inflamed, dreadful will be the inter- || 


necine war that must ensue. 

Mr. President, amongst what I consider to be 
the most prominent dangers that now exist, is the 
fact that the leaders of the Republican party at the | 
North have succeeded in persuading the masses | 
of the North that there is no danger. They have 
finally so wrought upon the opinion of their own 
people at home by the constant iteration of the | 
same false statements and the same false principles, 
that the people of the North cannot be made to be- 
lieve that the South is in earnest, notwithstanding 
its calm and resolute determination which pro- 
duces the quiet, so ominous of evil, if ever the 
clouds shall burst. The people of the North are 


taught to laugh at the danger of dissolution. One | 
honorable Senator is reported to have said, with | 
exquisite amenity, that the South could not be | 


kicked out of the Union. The honorable Senator 
from New York says: 

“ The slaveholders, in spite of all their threats, are bound 
to it by the same bonds, and they are bound to it also bya 
bond peculiarly their own—that of dependence onit for their 
own safety. Three millions of slaves are a hostile force con- 
stantly in their presence, in their very midst. The servile 
war is always the most fearful form of war. The world with- 
out sympathizes with the servile enemy. Against that war, 
the American Union is the only defense of the slaveholders 
—their only protection. If ever they shall, in a season of 
madness, recede from that Union and provoke that war, 
they will—soon come back again.”’ 

The honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Witson] indulges in the repetition of a fig- 
ure of rhetoric that seems peculiarly to please his 
earand tickle his fancy. He represents the south- 
ern mother as clasping her infant with convulsive 
and closer embrace because the black avenger, 
with uplifted dagger, would be at the door, and 
he tells us thatis a bond of Union which we dare 
not violate. 

The South has no answer to make to these 
taunts, to these insults. But I[ tell honorable 
Senators that they are totally mistaken if they 
suppose for one moment thatthe condition of the 
South, as regards its slave property, would not 
be vastly ameliorated by this very separation of 
which they speak so glibly. 

Sir, it was said the other day by my friend from 
Missouri, [Mr. Geyer,] that there existed more 
comity between any two foreign nations now on 
the face of the earth than there exists on the part 
of the northern States towards the South. Wh 
is this? It is because it does not cost the North 
one cent. It is because the North makes no sac- 
rifice. It is because, disregarding the obligations 
of the Constitution and treading them under foot, 
she dares to attack the honor and the interests of 
the South, which are protected by the provisions 
of that Constitution, whilst the South, loyal to 
her duties and to her faith, is bound hand and 
foot by the same Constitution, and prevented 


obling attitude than the people of the South? | 


assumptions of superiority, they disdain reply. | 
| 


| 
| ease if there was a disruption. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|| she pay tax after tax ? 
| 


| upon the North by a regard to its own interests, | played towards them as you wish to lead us to 


by the necessity of avoiding the destruction of 
| large commercial and manufacturing properties 
at the North. 
| Why, sir, if the people of New England had 
| to pay a tax for every word they utter with a 
| view of aggression upon the South, how many 

words would they utter? But that would be the 
; We should be 
compelled in self-defense to wage a continual, un- 
remitting war in which no sacrifice would be too 
costly, because we should be bound to it by all 
the bonds of which gentlemen have spoken; we 


| 
} never could abandon such a wartare because our 


| very safety and existence would be at 
What would be the interest of the North? 


stake. 
W ould 
W ould she meet the ex- 
penses of a dreadful war, continued through a 
long series of years, for the pleasure of exercising 
her philanthropic propensities in receiving some 
fugitive slaves? Not atall, sir. Those are ig- 
norant of human nature who believe such a thing 
to be possible. Therefore it is idle to talk to us 
about the risks we run in regard to our particular 
institution that would result from a disruption of 
the Union. 
I see that my friend from New York is study- 
ing the law of nations. I will give him another 
little passage from Cooper’s Justinian: 


** Slavery is where one man is subjected to the dominion 
of another according to the law of nations.’’ 

Mr. SEWARD. 
authority ? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
the latest. 

Mr. SEWARD. 


Have you no more ancient 


I give you the earliest and 


I beg to correct the honor- 
able Senator. He did not read the whole of the 
passage. He ought to be candid, and read the 
whole sentence. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. ‘Slavery is where one 
man is subjected to the dominion of another, ac- 
cording to the law of nations, though contrary to 
natural rights.”’ 

Mr. SEWARD. 
ral rights.’’ 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The proposition of the 
Senator from New York did not touch natural 
| rights. He spoke of the law of nations. 

Mr. President, one of the principal causes 
which operates in inducing the masses of the 


‘Though contrary to natu- 


slack Republican cause is, their ignorance of fact; 


| persistent a perversion of truth on this subject, 
that they have finally been induced to hate white 
mey and love black men in preference. Ifa trav- 
| eler or a philosopher came to this country, and 
were desirous of ascertain pg in what mannera 
body of nearly four millions of the people of the 
country were treated, whether they were well fed, 
well clothed, kindly treated, and exempted from 
suffering, to what source would that traveler, or 
that philosopher, if he were a man of intelligence, 
address himself for the purpose of arriving ata 
correct result? He would take the statistics of 
| the country; he would say to himself, ‘* All ex- 
| perience has proved that this rule is unbending— 
physical comfort and kind treatment will promote 
the increase of population, whilst the absence of 
that physical comfort, want, or suffering, will 
produce the contrary result.’’ Then, if he took 
up the statistics which the officers of this Gov- 
ernment have been paid so much money for col- 
lecting—most of whom have been employed from 
the northern States—he would find, strange as it 
may appear, that since the year 1810, at which 
veriod importations of slaves into this country 
Krad ceased, if you deduct from the white popu- 








from making reprisals, or evincing resentment. 
But, sir, suppose these bonds were to fail for 
a moment; suppose this common compact once 
repudiated by all; think you that the North would 
be found pursuing this warfare upon the South? 
Think you that she would not be compelled im- 
mediately to ask us to accept treaties of extradi- 
tion for our fugitive slaves? Think you she 
would not come and tender such treaties to us, 
and pass laws forbidding our slaves crossing their 
frontiers? Let me not be misunderstood. I am 
not here to pretend for a moment that the South 
Is aren in population or military strength with 
the North. I do not referto that atall. I speak 
of that compulsion which would be exercised 


lation its increase resulting from emigration, and 
if you add to the black population the decrease 
which has resulted from the emancipation of 
slaves, the ratio of the increase of slaves is greater 
than that of the whites. 

Sir, the philosopher or traveler to whom I have 
referred would at once come to his conclusion, and 
note it down as an established fact; but your Black 


ng in the North to sustain the leaders of the | 
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their having been misled by so continuous, so | 


|| penal 


Republican is not to be misled by any such chi- | 


canery as this! He has read in a novel the 


authentic fact that Mr. Legree whipped Uncle | 


Tom to death, and that is a thousand times more 
satisfactory than any such foolish things as offi- 
cial documents. 

Sir, we are told, ‘‘ if, however, your negroes 
are so well treated, if the same humanity is dis- 
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believe, why is it that so many of them run away?’ 
I have looked to the census to find something on 
that point, if I could, and I found that out of this 
population, one in twenty-seven hundred runs 
away. It struck me that it might perhaps be en 
interesting inquiry for our amiable philanthropic 
friends to ascertain whether, in their own beloved 
North, there might not be one restless man in 
twenty-seven hundred who would abandon even 
wife, children, and the comforts of home, what- 
ever might be the conforts of his position, and go 
and seek some strange fortune elsewhere. If that 
be so, and if this calculation be not exaggerated, 
lL do not think the fact of one in twenty-seven 
hundred running away amounts to a great deal 
towards proving that southern slaves are harshly 
treated. 

But, sir, there is another significant fact to be 
found in that same census. The State of Massa- 
chusetts has opened wide her arms for the r eep- 
tion and proper entertainment, and admission to 
social and political privileges of free colored per- 
The State of Virginia thinks that class of 
population dangerous to her peace as long as sla- 
very exists. ‘Therefore, the State of Virginia, by 
a series of enactments of the-severest character, 
is endeavoring to drive her free colored population 
out of the State. Here is the State of Virginia 
driving them out;the State of Massachusetts open- 
ing her arms for their reception; and yet these 
free colored people will pertinaciously and obsti- 
nately insist on remaining in Virginia, where col- 
ored people are badly treated, and even go as far, 
the wretches, as to apply to the Virginia Legisla- 
ture for permission to enslave themselves over 
again ! 

That appears in the statistics of the country; 
but all that is of no account whatever, because, 
if I remember aright, in that self-same novel we 
have the very authentic fact related of a colored 
woman’s jumping across the Ohio river with her 
child in her arms—that outweighs ten thousand 
statistical documents or statistical deductions ! 

It is in this manner, Mr. President, that upon 
all occasions this subject is treated—no onalan 
no sincerity, no regard for facts, no hesitation at 
the enunciation of principles, whatever they may 
be, to suit the occasion; until the people of the 
North, misled—kindly in their feelings—having 
their sympathies aroused in behalf of these slaves, 
who are represented to them as victims of south- 
ern cruelty, have been almost led to hate the peo- 
ple of the South for their supposed inhumanity. 

There is, however, one aspect of this subject 
of the treatment of slaves in the South, which is 
not always regarded, and in relation to which it 
may, perhaps, be proper to refresh the memory 
of our northern friends. Evenwhere those cases 
of whipping and ironing take place—which are 
pictured in such horrid colors, in such black de- 
formity, to the people of the North—they are the 
exercise of a police magistracy over the slave. 
They are not the indulgence of any cruel propen- 
sities. ‘Thesouthern slaveholder is the magistrate 
of his slaves. 

Let me illustrate what I mean by a single ex- 
ample. Let a southern slave ona plantation com- 
mit burglary; let him break open the cabin of 
another slave and steal his peculium—steal the 
little petty treasures that his fellow-slave may have 
accumulated in his cabin; his master, on disecov- 
ering it, will order him to be whipped, and there 
the whole criminal procedure will have ended. 
If the same occurrence takes place at the North, 
between white persons, the man, if convicted, is 
sentenced to the penitentiary fora term of years. 
If it occurs in philanthropic England, the man— 

| I believe formerly would have been hung—but 
now he will simply be torn from wife, children, 
country, home, and friends. He will simply be 
manacled, and put in the hold of a convict ship. 
He will be transported at once thousands of miles 
| across the water, and put in chains to cultivate a 
colony of Great Britain, in the southern 
seas. Yet, the American slavehoider, who has 
had his slave whipped for breaking into and 
| robbing the neighboring slave’s cabin, is held up 
| to the gaze of the civilized world as a monster of 
guilt; while British philanthropy chuckles in self- 
| complacency at its tender mercies towards the 
transported convict! 
| Mr. President, | have dwelt on this subject 
| longer than I intended—not quite so long as my 
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notes would justify me; but I do not feel able to 
continue to the cael what [ had tosay. Before 
{ take my seat, however, I must trespass on the 
attention of the Senate for afew moments with an 
explanation of my political position, in order to 
avoid all misconstruction upon the subject! 

When in the month of January, 1852, I was 
honored by an election to a seat on this floor, 
there existed in this country but two great parties, 
divided in opinion upon political questions, differ- 
ing in their views as to the measures best caleu- 
lated to promote the common interests of the 
country, but both united in a devotion to those 
commen interests, both scorning, both rejecting 
with horror any proposition tending to instill into 
the minds of the people the faintest suspicion that 
the powers of this Government could be constitu- 
tionally wielded for the exclusive benefit of one 
section of the country to the exclusive detriment 
of another. 

In the presidential contest which followed, no 
man labored with better will or with more un- 
wearied assiduity than I did, in opposition to the 
election of the present Chief Magistrate. In doing 
this, | was but faithful to the political antece- 


dents of my entire life, faithful to the principles of 


that clorious old Whig party, which, in my judg- 
ment, was the true conservative party of the 
country, adhering to the traditions of the fathers, 
rejecting every innovation on their time-honore d 
precepts, holding up the example of a Washing- 
ton as the model of a wise administration of pub- 
lic affairs; and whether victorious or vanquished, 
ever treading the path of duty with unfaltering 
courage, led by such men as their Clay and their 
Webster. 

In that contest we were beaten—beaten by ama- 
jority almost unparalleled in our political annals. 
One of the principal causes of that defeat is but 
too well known. The masses of the people of 
this country could not overcome their invincible 
repugnance to voting for the gallant Scott, so soon 


| the power of Congress to legislate on the subject 
of slavery in the Territories, and who was not 


disposed to exercise that power to the exclusion 
of the South. 

A vote like this,ziven with such unprecedented 
unanimity, could not be taken by the South for 


anything but the just reflex of the opinion of the | 


constituency represented by those who were in 
Washington. The discovery of this fact, like 


the explosion of a mine, rent the Whig party | 


into fragment—fragments that no mortal skill can 


ever reunite, for the cement of a common prin- | 


ciple is wanting. 

Scareely had that bill been passed, when, 
amidst the turmoil and confusion created by the 
excited appeals addressed to northern passions 
and prejudices, by those who assumed the leader- 
ship of the opposition to the bill, secret whispers 
began to be heard of some new organization that 


was to rise into power from the ruins of both the | 


old parties. Mysterious movements attracted 
the curiosity of the people. 
learn what these movements meant operated on 
weak minds. The paraphernalia of grips and 
signs and passwords and degrees, and ndaia, 
tickled the vulgar fancy. Above all, the neces- 
sity felt for some central point around which, as 
a nucleus, all the anal elements of the oppo- 


sition to the Administration could crystalize into | 


shape or form, lent a sudden erowth to the new 
organization. It became formidable. Reflecting 
men began to inquire what were its objects and 
purposes. When I returned home to Louisiana, I 


found four fifths of the Whigs enrolled in its ranks; | 


_ but yet my most earnest inquiry did not succeed 


|} been said that Native Americanism was the lead- | 

ing principle of this party; but others assured me | 
| parties in whose judgment I had reliance, that the || Mr. President, if further proof were wanting that 
| I had not misconceived nor misstated the objects 


as it was known that he was the favorite candi- | 


date of the honorable Senator from New York. 


| very. 


Rightly or wrongfully, justly or unjustly, that | 


Senator had succeeded in instilling into the minds 
of the people of fifteen States of this Confederacy 
the deep-seated conviction that he was a most 


dangerous enemy to the harmony of the Union | 


and to the perpetuity of its institutions. The 


! . i 
| to the people, they were treated with scornful | 
incredulity; and southern Catholics and southern | 


bare suggestion that the election of the Whig | 


nominee would be followed by a perilous influence 
on his part over the councils of the Administra- 


° »@ . t ° » ° ° ° | 
in furnishing me information as to the principles 


of their lodges. Before I left Washington, it had 


that this was but a mask, and I was told, from 


true parents of this new birth were New England 
prejudices against Catholicism and against sla- 
y- I did not like the parent; 1 did not believe 
in the brood. 

When in Louisiana these facts were suggested 


slaveholders enrolled themselves by thousands 
in the ranks of the new party. Fortunately for 
the good of the country, the sudden and over- 


| whelming successes of the new party in some of 


tion, sufficed to secure for the Democratic nominee | 


an almost undivided southern vote. 


I speak the convictions of almost every southern 
leader that [ know, when I say that a violent 
opposition on the part of that Senator to the elec- 
tion of General Scott would have secured for him 


many electoral votes which were cast for his 


Democratic rival. 


When we met on this floor on the 4th of March, | 


1853, at the special session convoked by the new 
President, it became necessary to nominate com- 
mittees for this body; and in the Whig caucus 
which assembled for that purpose, nineteen Sen- 
ators were present. It was a minority, indeed; 
but a minority whose attitude commanded the 
respect of even its political opponents. Gracefully 
yielding to the recently-expressed will of the 
people, yet watchful guardians of the principles 
of which they were the chosen expounders, they 
refrained from aught thatcould bear the semblance 


of factions opposition, but ever ready to sound | 
the note of alarm whenever, in their judgment, | 


the course or policy of the Administration might | 


threaten danger to the interests of the country. 
This was the attitude of parties when the 
honorable Senator from Illinois introduced into 
this body the bill for the organization of the 
Kansas and Nebraska Territories Sir, no sooner 


‘the northern States emboldened it to throw off | 


the mask; and in the celebrated Philadelphia con- 


|| vention the hideous features of this veiled prophet | 
Sir, I do not speak my own convictions alone; | 


were displayed in all their naked deformity. 
There the entire Louisiana delegation were igho- 
miniously expelled from the portals of the 


' convention because they professed the Catholic 


| religion. 


There, sir, it was openly avowed that 
the object of the organization was not simply to 


| repeal or amend the naturalization laws for the 


future, but it was avowed that they intended to 
strike at rights already acquired; that their object 


| was to divide the citizens of this country into 


two classes, unequal in their rights—a project as 
hostile to the true theory and principle of the 
Constitution as is the present project of dividing 
the States into unequal classes. 

There, sir, this party, miscalled ‘* national,’’ 
after long, and angry, and violent debate, finally 


| succeeded in adopting into the platform its cele- 


brated twelfth section—a meagre recognition of 


| southern rights, adopted almost exclusively by 


southern votes—scarcely adopted before it was | 
repudiated by the protest of the northern dele- 


gates, followed by the repudiation of a majority 
of the northern lodges, who, in the stupid inso- 


'lence of their temporary success, boasted that 


had the discussions opened upon that bill, than |; 


some startling developments took place. On an 
amendment offered to the bill By the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumytr,] in 
which he proposed to strike out everything after 
the enacting clause, and to insert a provision for 


the repeal of the fugitive slave law, six northern | 


Whig Senators voted for the proposition. As 
the debates continued in both Houses, and the 
contest grew hot, this further fact was developed— 
that there was not a member of the Whig party 
North, in either branch, who did not believe in 


| 
| 


they did not want the South. They want it now, 
sir. 

No sooner had the views and purposes of this 
party become displayed by the action of the Phil- 
adelphia convention, than my path of duty was 
clear. In an address to my constituents, I in- 
formed them of what I had heard before leaving 
Washington. Istated my belief that the purpose 
of the machinery of this party would be used for 
elevating to power the worst enemies of the South. 
I pointed out the hostility of the organization to 
southern rights; its hostility to freedom of con- 
science and religious belief. I went further, and 
expressed the conviction that the northern Know 
Nothings would coalesce with the northern Abo- 
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|| litionists, and that by their united action th 


| 
| 








May 


—. 





’ 
would force ona crisis, on the result of which 
would depend the destiny of thiscountry. | pre 
dicted that they would tack to the appropriatic : 
bills some Abolitionist proviso which could i 
become a law without the instant disruption of 
the Union. 

Several thousand Whigs in my State took the 
same view of the condition of public affairs that 
I did. Some refrained from voting; others aj. 
tended Democratic meetings; advocated open] 
the success of the Democratic ticket; and the 
result was a decisive Democratic victory in the 
State of Louisiana. Time has yet to test the ac. 
curacy of my predictions about thea »propriation 
bills. I may, however, be senenitied to say, that 


| a speech has been publicly circulated, attributed 


An eager desire to || 


|| supplies. 





| to the honorable Senator from New York, said 


to have been delivered by him in a meeting of his 
party, in which he threatens withholding Sup- 
lies. I have upon my table a speech delivered 
in the other branch of Congress by another leader 

of the same party, in which I find this passage; 
‘* | hope, for the ends of justice, and for the promotion 
of that peace which is the great desire of every patriot in 
the land, if the object cannot be otherwise secured, that we 
shall have a proviso appropriately placed on some of oyr 
appropriation bills, at the right time, restoring freedom to 
Kansas and Nebraska ; and that there will be found nerye 
enough on the part of those gentlemen who talk loudly 
about freedom, to stand by their colors. I fear, when the 
dollars and cents come in conflict with this lip-love of ip. 
erty, of which we have heard and read so much, there wi} 
be some yielding, because appropriations for some cherished 
object—some light-house or breakwater of salé waves, or 
something else—may be likely to miscarry. But if there 
be that nerve which there ought to be, we shall move the 
Executive and the Senate to a concurrence with the popu- 
lar will on this subject; or, if they will not concur, stop the 
There is a constitutional remedy—no man can 

justly say that is revolutionary.” 


Mr. BUTLER. Whose speech was that? 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. Dunn’s, of Indiana, 


| and purposes of the northern Know Nothings, 


recent events again, at Philadelphia, afford the 
amplest justification for what I said to my peo- 
ple at home. Why, sir, they held a national 
council, and then they abolished the twelfth sec- 
tion, and the southern delegates retired ; then they 
held a national convention, and nominated a ean- 
didate suited to the South, and the northern del- 
egates retired. 

In the earlier history of this Congress, during 
the unprecedented struggle for the organization 


| of the other House, when every Democratic vote, 


North and South, was given in solid column in 


|| support of the Democratic nominee, not one 


Northern Know Nothing could be found ready to 
support a distinguished gentleman of their own 


| party from the State of Kentucky, of unques- 


tioned ability to fulfill the duties of the office. 


| Finally, on the last vote, which carried to the 


Speaker’s chair a gentleman whose political prin- 
ciples are particularly obnoxious to the southern 
States, the northern and southern wings of this 
new party were as sharply divided and as hostile 
to each other as were ever two antagonistic par- 
ties in the history of the Republic, 

Mr. President, with what justice, with what 
propriety, can a party thus divided on sectional 
orinciples claim for itself the title of ** national ?” 
The continuance of its organization can do no 

ood. It is powerless for aught but mischief. 

t may succeed now in subserving the purposes 
or promoting the interests of that party whose 
acknowledged leaders on this floor are the hon- 
orable Senator from New York and the two hon- 
orable Senators from Massachusetts—it can sub- 
serve no other purpose. 

And now, sir, when the struggle is narrowed 
down to a contest between the Democratic and 
Republican parties, I should be recreant to my 
trust—recreant to every principle of duty and 
nae of patriotism, if I allowed my conduct to 


be influenced by the memory of past party ties, 
or past party prejudices. On that question, 
whose paramount importance overshadows all 


others, the Democratic platform is identical with 
that of the old Whig party; and in declaring my 
adhesion to the former, I but change name, not 
principle. I, sir, therefore, declare my purpose 
to join the Democratic party. I declare my inten- 
tion to use the utmost efforts of my feeble abilities 
to insure its success. In its triumph—as triumph 
it assuredly will—the Constitution of my country 
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will be secured from the dangers with which it 
‘nepaced; Kind and brotherly feelings amongst 
le of all sections of the Confederacy will 


restored; religious intolerance will be rebuked; 


js men 
the peop 
“ equality of the States, the keystone of the 
‘ech of the governmental fabric, will be preserved 
-atget; and peace, prosperity, and happiness, will 
anile upon the land. | or 
Although, in coming to this determination, 
afer long and anxious deliberation, my own 
convictions alone, would have sufficed to dictate 
sy course, it would be uncandid for me not to 
cay, that I feel encouragement from the fact that 
other, and abler, and better men than I, have 
-on the same view of their duty in this crisis, 
which my own convictions have pointed out tome. 
From all parts of the country, comes the cheering 
intelligence, that gallant, and patriotic, and high- 
minded leaders of the old Whig party, ever faith- 
fal to the conservative principles which they have 
»nrofessed, are rallying to the defense of the Con- 
“titution from the attack of its fanatical assailants. 
On which side soever of this Chamber I cast my 
eyes, | behold men whom the Whig party ever 
Jelighted to honor, lending their courage and 
strength to the success of that common cause, 
which we together have espoused. Sir, the end 
isnot yet; others will follow. The time will 
come, and come very soon,—sooner than they 
think. As the designs of the enemy become 
more and more developed, the patriot band will 
he augmented with fresh recruits. Yes, sir; let 
the note of alarm be sounded through the land; 
let the people only be informed; let them be told 
of the momentous crisis which is at hand; and 
they will rise in their might, and placing their heel 
on the head of the serpent that has glided into 
their Eden, they will crush it to the earth, once 
and forever. 

Mr. CASS. I rise for the purpose of asking 
the Senate to name a day next week on which I 
can express my views upon this question. I feel 
unwilling to obtrude myself on the Senate after 
the magnificent and patriotic speech which we 
have just heard from the Senator from Louisiana, 
which does equal credit to his head and to his 


ten 


! . . . : : : ; a 
braces he rushes with such precipitate haste after 
| such ** great deliberation.”’ 
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This [ shall answer 
in one word. 

Seven years ago, when I entered the Senate of 
the United States, being aware that every word 
which was said by every man in this Senate, 
however obscure, was written down and recorded 
for history at an expense of seven dollars per 


| column, in a book preserved for that purpose, I 


heart, and which, in my opinion, ought to find a 


response in the bosom of every true American. 

But, Mr. President, I ruse to speak of a matter 
personal to myself. A few days ago the honor- 
able Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown} made 
a fieree assault on my old friend, ‘‘ squatter sov- 
ereignty;’? and in wielding his weapons, he cast 
them about very freely in every direction, and he 
gave me one or two strokes. I complained of it 
to him afterwards. Sir, this same squatter sov- 
creignty, nick-named so by its enemies, but which 
I call the right of man to govern himself—the right 
of self-covernment—was dear to our fathers in 
i776, and I believe it is just as dear to their 
descendants in 1856. I wish to do my share 
towards redeeming it from the obloquy that mis- 
representation or misunderstanding has cast upon 
it; and I desire to ask the Senate to do me the 
favor to name some day next week when I can be 
heard upon the subject. 1 would prefer Thursday, 
because I can be ready by that time. If it will 
suit the Senate, I will submit what few remarks 
I have to make on Thursday next. [‘*Agreed.”’ 
I now leave the Senator from New York, who 
understand desires the floor, to make the motion 
Es “ee one. 

r. SEWARD. Mr. President, although the 
very eloquent speech of the excellent and distin- 
guished Senator from Louisiana has given me 
provocation to follow him at large, with spirit 
excited to heat, I shall confine myself to but two 
or three propositions on the present occasion, and 
shall govern myself by the same exercise of 
temper which I have always practiced in my 
addresses to the Senate of the United States, know- 
ing that they are overheard and are made to be 


\| of nations. t 
| place the Constitution of t 


overheard and understood by the people of the | 


United States. 


First, I shall notice that part of | 
the honorable Senator’s speech which relates to | 


a definition of his position, which gives us the | 


histo of his partisan action and associations, 
and in which he takes leave of his ancient polit- 
ical friends and associates—duties which might 


have been well enough performed without bring- | 


ing me before the Senate and the country, and, 
probably, could have been so performed quite as 
satisfactorily to that party whom he abandons, 
if not as agreeably to the party into whose em- 


announced, as a rule of my own conduct, that on 
no occasion, and under no circumstances, could 
any member of the Senate ever draw from me 
any statement or word by which, independently 
of the principles and measures | maintained, and 
ane and defended here, it could be known 
whether I was a Whig, or a Democrat, or an 
Abolitionist, or belonged to one party or another. 
The whole record for six years 1s closed. Sena- 
tors will please refer to it and find wherever, on 
any occasion, I—who have not been, I think, 
unfaithful to my principles and to my political 
associations—have admitted that I belonged toa 
partisan association. Sir, I consider the subject 
unworthy the dignity of the Senate of the United 
States. I deem it unworthy of me. I do not 
think that anything connected with the partisan 
contests, with the partisan controversies of this 
day, is worthy of the dignity of the Senate of the 
United States, and of taking a place in history by 
means ef our own personal efforts or action. I 
have no need to defend myself, or explain my 
course, or to assign to the public, here or else- 
where, the objects or purposes of my public life. 
They explain themselves. If they do not, let me 
rest under all the reproach that posterity shall be 
able to cast upon me. 

Sir, I cast no reflection on my honorable friend 
from Louisiana. I only say for myself, as I said 
seven years ago, that in my poor judgment, 
speaking for myself, there is not about me any- 
thing of sufficient importance in my reputation, 
or character, nothing in my history past, or in 
my interests present or future, to justify me in 
occupying in my defense five minutes of the time 
of the Senate of the United States. 

The honorable Senator from Louisiana has 
reviewed, at very considerable length, a speech 
which I lately made here on principles and policy, 
and that was a legitimate subject for his examina- 
tion. When any Senator discusses the measures, 


policy, or principles which I advocate, I shall | 


endeavor to follow him, provided always that I 
think it consistent with the convenience of the 
Senate, and is required by the necessity of the 
case. To that extent I shall follow the honor- 
able Senator in his review of the remarks which I 
made on that previous occasion. 

In that speech I declared that the law of comity 
which the President of the United States had 
invoked for the regulation of the conduct of the 


| American States under the Constitution, had no 
| existence; that it was fallacious; that there was no 


such law of comity. I showed that there was no 


| such provision in the Constitution of the United 
| States for regulating the intercourse between the 


| States as the President claimed. 


Having done 


| so, I showed that the President had attempted to 


fortify his position by claiming that the supposed 


| comity was established by a law of international 


comity existing between independent States or 
nations generally, or, in other words, by the law 
To that I replied, that in the first 

as United States incor- 
porated so much of the international law of com- 
ity between foreign States, or separate States, as 
it thought necessary, and that what it incorpo- 
rated was law, and what it did not incorporate 


| was not law; or, in other words, that what the 
| Constitution of the United States allowed to the 


it. 


States it was lawful for them to do, and what it 
forbade them jt was unlawful to do. The honor- 
able Senator has attempted to controvert that po- 
sition. My proposition was stated substantial! 
in the very terms of the Constitution, article tent 
of the amendments: 

“The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to the people.”’ 

That was the proposition, so plain and dis- 
tinct, that any attempt to evade its force is but 
sophistry, not needing an argument to refute 


The reply of the honorable Senator is, that Con- 


| gress may abuse the power given to it by the 
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ower ? 
The next position which the honorable Senator 


took was one in which he attempted to prove, 
with a vast flourish of triumph, that slavery was 


not an outlaw by the law of nations. 


Sitting as 


I was, behind him, and shrinking from the arrows 
of his eloquence, he was not contented to allow 
me the repose which I coveted, and the security 
of being screened by his shadow from the view 
of the audience, but he flourished over me in 
triumph his demonstration that slavery was not 
an outlaw by the law of nations. 


I do not claim to be. 


Well, sir, the honorable Senator is a lawyer: 
I claim, however, to be & 


legislator and a Senator, and to be so fur informed 
concerning the law of nations as it is involved 


in the duties which I have to exercise here. Now 
for the honorable Senator’s authority. 


It is first 


—and for this he is indebted to the honorable and 


»steemeed Senator from Georgia, [Mr. ‘Toomss,} 


who furnished him with it on the spur of the 
moment-—that of Justinian. The authority of the 


Emperor Justinian is brought into this court, in 


the year of our Lord 1856, to establish what is the 
law of nations; and yet Justinian wrote in the 
seventh century, and the laws which he promul- 
gated were the laws of the Roman empire in its 
decline a thousand years ago, and the law of 
nations which he recognized, if he recognized 


iny in his treatise, was the law of nations as it 


existed a thousand years ago. 


Then the honorable Senator has misunderstood 


| even Justinian, for he quotes Justinian as saying 


that ‘‘ slavery is where one man is subjected to 
the dominion of another, according to the law 


|of nations, though contrary to natural right.’’ 


Sir, the law of nations was the general effect and 
concert of the separate laws of separate nations 


| as they separately existed, without any interna- 


| wrote. 


tional understanding at the time when Justinian 
The law of nations of this age is an 
international law—a general law involving that 


| same natural right to which Justinian, a thousand 
| years ago, said that slavery was opposed, and 


making thata common universal code to be ob- 
served in the regulation of the intercourse between 


| States, 


| 


| 


| 


The law of nations, then, which Justinian gives 
consists of the laws of nations as they then ex- 
isted. The law of nations of modern times is, as 
every jurist knows, an international law which 
has grown up by the agreement and concert of 


| civilized nations, and has been adopted by them 


in their mutual intercourse; so that I think I 
may lay aside that book. 
In the next place, the honorable Senator has 


| given me, not a treatise on the law of nations, not 


| course of an argument, explaining the 
| and history of the law of nations. 


| 


| rive at the result. 


} 
} 
} 
| 
1] 
| 
i] 
| 
| 


| 
| | 





a code of international law of States as it now ex- 
ists, but a history of the law of nations from the 
earliest times by Mr. Wheaton, and he has given 
me extracts from a judicial opinion quoted in the 
rocress 
Thot thi had 
not the time to examine that volume, the honor- 
able Senator was impatient; he declined to allow 


| me the time; he pressed me when he saw that I 


was studying his history and endeavoring to ar- 
Still I have had time to refer 
to the law of nations, or the international law of 


| nations, to speak more accurately, as it is recog- 


nized and established by the Supreme Court of 
the United States of America; wi if the Supreme 
Court of the United States of America, consituted 
as it is, with judges consisting as they do, so 
large a majority of whom are appointed at least 
with the complacency of the slave interest in this 
country, shall affirm slavery to be an outlaw, then 
I think I shall not need to go to the tribunals of 
England, France, and Germany for further au- 
thority on the present occasion. 

Before I show what the Supreme Court of the 
United States have decided on this subject, I beg 


'! to show that what the honorable Senator quotec 


was but a criticism, not on the question whether 
slavery was an outlaw, but whether the term 
‘ piratical outlaws’? was accurately applied to 
slave traders pursuing the slave trade in violation 
of the laws of the United States and of Great 
Britain. I find in one passage of this book— 
‘It is, therefore, a looseness of language, fatal to all ae- 
curate reasoning, to call slave traders ‘ piratical outlaws,’ 
and to assert that, for the sake of discovering and punishing 
these persons as offenders against the law of nations, a gon- 
eral right of search is to be assumed in time of peace.’ 
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The question discussed there was, whether a 
right of search existed by the law of nations to 
justify the search of vessels suspected of being 
‘slavers on the ground that slaves were piratical 
outlaws? This was held to be a loose expression. 
Sir, if | had used the expression that slavery was 
a piratical outlaw, I should have come within the 
scope of the authority which the honorable Sen- 
ator has given me; and still | should have been 
condemned by that authority only fora looseness 
of expression. Happily for myself on that oc- 
casion, | was not loose in my language. 

Now, I beg to refer the honorable Senator to 
the case of La Jeune Eugénie, (2d Mason’s 
Report, p. 90,) which occurred in the year 1822; 
and [ assume, until the contrary shall be proved, 
that the principle which was then established 
is the law of nations. 

La Jeune Eugénie was a vessel sailing under 
a French flag and papers, which was captured by 
the American armed schooner Alligator, on the 
western coast of Africa, on suspicion of being 
engaged in the slave trade, and brought into the 
port of Boston, where she was libeled as an 
American vesse!, ‘The questions which arose in 
the case were—first, whether she was an Ameri- 
can vessel; second, whether she was engaged in 
the slave trade; third, whether, if she were 
French, and engaged in the slave trade, the court 

ras bound to restore the property to France with- 
out furtheringuiry? In the course of the judg- 
ment, the right of visitation, search, and seizure, 
is discussed and asserted; but the great point of 
the case was that which arose under the third 
question, whether the African slave trade was 
contrary to the law of nations? It was held to 
be so, on the gronnd that it carried with it ‘fa 
breach of all the moral duties, of all the maxims 
of justice, mercy, and humanity, and of the ad- 
mitted rights which Christian nations now hold 
sacred in their intercourse with each other.’’? On 
this point the judgment proceeds, as follows: 

* And the first question naturally arising out of the as- 
serted facts is, whether the African slave trade be prohib- 
ited by the law of nations; for, if it be so, it will not, I 
presume, be denied, that confiscation of property ought to 
follow, for that is the proper penalty denounced by that law 
for any violation of its precepts ; and the same reasons, 
which enforce that penalty ordinarily, apply with equal 
force to employment in this trade. 

** 7 shall take up no time in the examination of the history 
of slavery, or of the question, how far it is consistent with 
the natural rights of mankind. That it may have a lawful 
existence, at least by way of punishment for crimes, will 
not be doubted by any persons who admit the general right 
of society to enforce the observance of its laws by adequate 

enalties. That it has existed in all ages of the world, and 

as been tolerated by some, encouraged by others, and sane- 
tioned by most, of the enlightened and civilized nations of 
the earth in former ages, admits of no reasonable question. 
That it has interwoven itself into the municipal institutions 
of some countries, and forms the foundation of large masses 
of property in a portion of our own country, is known to all 
ofus. Sitting, therefore, in an American court of judicature, 
I am not permitted to deny, that under some circumstances 
it might have a lawfulexistence ; and that the practice may 
be justified by the condition, or wants, of society, or may 
form a pagt of the domestic policy of a nation. It would 
be unbecOMhing in me here to assert that the state of slavery 
cannot have a legitimate existence, or that it stands con- 


demned by the unequivocal testimony of the law of na- 
tions. | 








| dulgence of the figure be allowed? 


| of nations rests. 





| 


| the coloring of this statement, it is short of the real calam- || 


ities inflicted by this traffic. All the wars that have deso- | 
lated Africa for the last three centuries have had their origin | 
in the slave trade. The blood of throusands of her miser- 
able children has stained her shores, or quenched the dying 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


* Strong as these expressions may seem, and dark as is 





embers of her desolated towns, to glut the appetite of slave | 


dealers. The ocean has received in its deep and silent 


bosom thousands more, who have perished from disease and | 
want during their passage from their native homes to the 


foreign colonies. 
‘“< It is of this traffic, thus carried on, beginning in lawless 


wars, and rapine, and kidnapping, and ending in disease, | 


and death, and slavery—it is of this traffic, in the aggregate 
of its accumulated wrongs, that I would ask, if it be con- 
sistent with the law of nations??? 

The judge had before ascertained that it was 
inconsistent with the sense of nations. Now he 


reached, by his argument, the inquiry, whether 


it was consistent with the law of nations? He 
answers his own question: 


“It not by breaking up the elements of the case into frag- | 


ments, and detaching them one from another, that we are 
to be asked of each, separately, if the law of nations pro- 
hibits it. Weare notto be told that war is lawful, and 
slavery lawful, and plunder lawful, and the taking away of 


lite is lawful, and the selling of human beings is lawful. | 


Assuming that they are so, under circumstances, it estab- 
lishes nothing. It does not advance one jot to the support 
of the proposition thata traffic that involves them all, that 
is unnecessary, unjust, and inhuman, is countenanced by 
the eternal law of nature, on which rests the law of na- 
tions.”? 


Then the judge has reached the ground that 
slavery is forbidden by the eternal law of nature 
—that law higher than the laws of all States and 
of all nations—on which he declares that the law 


Could not the in- 
3ut J stand 
on the authority of the law as it was declared. 
Again, says this learned judge: 

* But I think it may be unequivocally affirmed that every 
doctrine that may be fairly deduced by correct reasoning 
trom the rights and duties of nations, and the nature of 
moral obligation, may theoretically be said to exist in the 
law of nations; and unless it be relaxed or waived by the 
consentand nations, which may be evinced by their general 
practice and customs, it may be enforced by a court of jus- 
tice whenever it arises in judgment. 


nations, was it extravagant? 


** And I may go further, and say that no practice whatever || qiieno contra naturam subjicitur. Servitude isa constitution 


‘| of the law of nations by which a person is subjected to th 
and wrong, and that every nation is at liberty to apply to 1; ; s y ae ’ =e 


ean obliterate the fundamental distinetion between right 


another the correct principle, whenever both nations by 
their public acts recede from such practice and admit the 
injustice or cruelty of it. 

** Now in respect to the African slave trade, such as it 


has been described to be, and in fact is, in its origin, prog- 


ress, and consummation, it cannot admit of serious ques- 
lion, that it is founded in a violation of some of the first 
priciples which ought to govern nations.”’ 


Sir, I have shown that Judge Story, alike an 


| ornament and an expounder of the laws of nations 


| among all nations in Christendom. There may | 
be individual exceptions; but the general fact is, | 


** But this concession carries us but a very short distance || 


towards the decision of this cause. Itis not, as the learned 
counsel for the Government have justly stated, on account 
of the simple fact, that the traffic necessarily involves the 
enslavement of human beings, that it stands reprehended 
by the present sence of nations ;”’ 


Here the judge had arrived at the point that it | 
was ‘‘reprehended by the present sense of na- | 
tions.’’ 


** but that it necessarily carries with it a breach of all the 
moral duties, of all the maxims of justice, mercy, and 
humanity, and of the admitted rights which independent 
Christian nations now hold sacred in their intercourse 
with each other, What is the fact as to the ordinary, nay, | 
necessary course, of this trade? It begins in corruption, 
and plunder, and kidnapping. It creates and stimulates 
unholy wars for the purpose of making captives. It des- 
olates whole villages and provinces for the purpose of seiz- 
ing the young, the feeble, the defenseless, and the innocent. | 
It breaks down all the ties of parent and children, and fam- 
ily and country. It shuts up all sympathy for human 
suffering and sorrows. It manacles the inoffensive females 
and the starving infants. It forces the brave to untimely 
death in defense of their humble homes and firesides, or | 
drives them to despair and self-immolation. It stirs up the | 
Worst passions of the human soul, darkening the epirit of | 
revenge, sharpening the greediness of avarice, brutalizing | 
the selfish, envenoming the cruel, famishing the weak, and 
crushing to death the broken-hearted. This is but the be- | 
ginning of the evils. Before the unhappy captives arriveat | 
the destined market, where the traffic ends, one quarter part | 
a@t least, in the ordinary course of events, perish in cold | 
blood under the inhuman or thoughtless treatment of their 
oppressors. 


| 
‘ 


as well as of the public law of the United States, 


in this case pronounced this decision. No case to | 
the contrary has been found, or will be found, | 


wherein this opinion is declared to be otherwise 
than in harmony with the law of nations. I 


need not say that, even if our own courts had | 
failed to recognize this principle, it would stand | 


on the general consent now established by treaty 


that the nations of Christendom have, long since 
the time of Justinian, and chiefly within the last 


| one hundred years, come into conventions b 


which they pronounce slavery unlawful by their | 


municipal laws,and agree to condemn; it and 


_ many of the States of Europe agree to pronounce 


it piracy, punishable as an offense under the law 
of nations, while we ourselves have concurred in 


| pronouncing it piracy, but have reserved to our- 


selves the right of jurisdiction in punishing the 
offenders among our own people. This is all that 
it seems to be necessary for me to say on the 
present occasion. 
Mr. BENJAMIN, 
my intention to continue this debate. I have 
seen in my day, in a court of justice, a defeated 
advocate resort to many a ruse; but I never sawa 
display, even by an advocate before a jury, equal 
to that which has just been given to us by the 
honorable Senator from New York. What did 
that honorable Senator start out to prove? He 
first commenced by ridiculing my quotation of 
an authority of the time of Justinian, although I 
passed it to him with the remark, (when he sug- 
gested the fact that here was the doctrine of the 
aw of nations, in ancient times,) that here also 
was the latest law on the subject, and that both 
established that his proposition, that slavery was 


Sir, when I advanced the prop- | 
| osition that slavery was an outlaw by the law of | 


| the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] who 


| 





Mr. President, it is not || 


| United States in the subsequent case of the Antelupe, [10 
|| Wheat. R., 211°7J}— 


| international jurisprudence, and it is to be hoped that the 


|| York remarks, the volume was passed to me by 
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an outlaw under the law of nations, was wrong 
He gets up, sir, and instead of openly avowins 
before the Senate that he was wrong—as he now 
knows—declares that he is going to prove, by reg. 
erence to the decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, that he is right. How does he 
prove that? I referred him to a decision of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, givey in 
1825, by a united court, Chief Justice Marshall 
the organ. He replies by giving me the decision 
of a circuit judge in 1822, three years earlier, and 
he reads from a book compiled by the son of that 
judge; and if he read a few lines further, he 
would see that the author admits that his father’s 
opinion was not sustained by the opinion of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and that it 
was not good law, but he hopes it will be so some 
day. Here itis. This book is not a law book. 
It is ‘* The Life and Letters of Joseph Story, by 
his son.’’ In it the author says: 

‘This opinion was altogether in advance of the morals 
of thetime. Broad and justas are the foundations on which 
it is built, it was nevertheless in contravention of the doc. 
trine held by Sir William Scott in the case of the Louis 
F Dodson’s R.,210,) decided in the year 1817, and by justices 

3ailey and Best,in the case of Madrazo vs. Willis, [3 Barn, 
and Ald. R., 253,] in the year 1820.” 
* * . * * * * + * * 
** The doctrine asserted in La Jeune Eugénie’’— 


which the Senator has read— 
“was not fully recognized by the Supreme Court of the 


* 


that 1s the case from which I read— 
‘‘ but its declaration by my father was an advancing step in 


time is at hand when it will be the acknowledged law of 
nations.’? 

Now, what is to be said to that? While I am 
upon this subject, 1 may as well refer to the vol- 
ume of Justinian. As the Senator from New 


called my attention to the subject, and I find that 
it is badly translated. Here 1s the original: 


“ Servitus est constitutio juris gentium, qué quis dominio 


dominion of another against nature.”’ 


| Is it necessary for me to pursue this subject 
| further, and to answer the entire tirade which the 
gentleman has given and read in relation to the 
horrors of slavery? for that seems to be his true 
| object in getting up. He surely did not expect 
to deceive himself, or the Senate, by the declara- 
tion made in his opening, that he was going to 
| refute me by quoting decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and then citing the 
decisions of one judge given prior to the decision 
which I had cited, and confessed by the author 
who narrates it to have been overruled by the 
subsequent decision. It is idle to pursue this 
subject further. The principles are too plain to 
be controverted. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I do not intend 
to go into this legal question at all, because | 
endeavored to get the floor before either of the 
Senators on that point. Whenever I have occa- 
| sion to quote legal authority on the subject of 
slavery, | shall not go to the Supreme Court of 
the United States, which I have twice on this floor 
—— to be the citadel of slavery, for which 

have been censured. I have practiced law some- 
what, and I have learned this one lesson—never 
| to go into your enemy’s camp for witnesses. 
will abide by this lesson. 

But, sir, there was one remark of the Senator 
from Louisiana, to which I wish to call attention. 
I listened to that honorable Senator with great 
poe as I always do, on account of his ac- 

nowledged ability, his great eloquence, his very 
persuasive powers, his mellifluous voice, his win- 
ning and graceful manner. All this only makes 
| me regret that he isin a wrong position. He did, 
however, make to-day one admission for which 
I thank him (to use his own eloquent phrase) from 
my heart of hearts. When ] saw members of 
that political communion to which he has joined 
himself, congratulate him, I felt that I should like 
to receive such an accession. I know that he 
will never be put on probation, but he will be 
taken right in the first day; he will be admitted 
to the third degree when Le gives the first tap, 

Penge there is no doubt about that. When 
| I saw them come up and congratulate him and 
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themselves on the accession, as well they might, I || see into the nature of the question, and the nature 


wishe 
‘yst such another accession. 


‘There was one sentence which fell from his 
ine for which I thank him, and for which ['en- 
vratulate him; and that is a declaration and ad- 
~iesion, on the floor of the Senate, which I have 
shored forten years past to establish in the hearts 
and minds of my northern friends. 1 have spent 
jays and nights, and words and breath, before a 
sorthern constituency, to prove exactly the prop- 
osition Which to-day, thank God, is admitted— 
that on the question of slavery, Whigs and Dem- 
ocrats all stand together. Sir, there has been 
more breath spent in northern States before the 
anti-slavery men ct te that, than—I was going 
to say has been used in filling your Congressional 
Globe during the same time, but I know that that 
‘g anextravagant comparison. [Laughter.] That 
,as been the position which | have taken year in 
ind year out. 1 have seen Whigs sit and listen 
to it with the most complacent incredulity, say- 
ing * We do not believe a word of it.’’ Sir, a sort 
of convulsive shudder has come over their aris- 
tocratic countenances when the idea has been 
broached to them that they are to sit down in the 
same pen with the Locofocos whom they have 
heen abusing all their lives. ‘There has been no 
proposition ‘that has been advanced before our 
northern constituencies so abhorrent to these lead- 
ers as the fact that, upon the great question—the 
only question in which politics has any sense or 
meaning at the presentday—Whigs and Dem- 
ocrats are just exactly the same thing. Now we 
are told that, when a man like the Senator from 
Louisiana goes from the Whig party to the Dem- 
ocratic, he changes his name, and not his princi- 
ples; thus, I suppose, translating that old line— 
“ Qui trans mare currunt celum non animum mutctur.”’ 

Mr. SUMNER. Mutant. 

Mr. HALE. Well, | was pretty nearly right. 
{ only substituted the passive for the active voice 
of the verb. I believe the correct line is: 

* Celum non animum mutant quitrans mare currunt.”’ 


Now I believe I have it correctly. But the 
principal point to which I wished to direct at- 
tention, was the translation; I do not care so much 
about the Latin. It has become so fashionable 
here to speak in Latin, that a man can hardly 
maintain his reputation if he does not use a little 
of it {laughter;] and if we do not quote correctly 
our reporters fix it. It is good Latin when it gets 
in the newspapers. 

But, sir, the confession of which I have spoken 
is one for which I thank the honorable Senator 
from Louisiana. I believe he is the first gentle- 
man here, whom I have ever heard, that has had 
the candor to admit it. It inaugurates a new 
era; it gives us a new starting point. We shall 
have no more wind to spend on that. It is ad- 
mitted now that it does not need even the 
necessity for that caution which the honorable 
Senator from Texas [Mr. Houston] gave to his 
story the other day. He told us of a man who, 
when accused of saying that all the Democrats 
were rascals, replied that he had not said so; he 
only said that all the rascals were Democrats. 


[Laughter.] I suppose, now, that this declaration | 


will not want even that modification. Whigs 
are Democrats, and Democrats are Whigs. | 


Names, not principles, are changed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. My remark was confined 
to the slavery question. 

Mr.HALE. Well, sir, that is the only ques- 


tion which is before the country at this time. 


Suppose a political meeting were now called, and | 


notice were given that the honorable Senator from 


Louisiana would address it, and he were to go | 


with his silvery tones, or the honorable Senator 
from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] with his thunder- 
ing eloquence, and talk to the people about the 
sub-treasury or the tariff, or a system of internal 
improvements—why, sir, with all their powers 
of eloquence, if they talked as longas they usually 
do in the Senate, they could not keep a sufficient 
number of the audience to put out the lights at 
the end. The reason is evident. 
have no interest and no feelingin those by-gone 


issues. The great question of the day has been || 


truly characterized by the honorable Senator. | 


aM sorry to say that he has not seen further into | 


it. But Lhave hope of him. He knows what 


the question is, and I hope that by-and-by he will || which he has repelled. I desire to state the whole | 


4 to congratulate the Republican party on || of the controversy. 


tions. 


| responsibility by interposing the 


| seek immunity in his insolence. 


' where he is safe from personal injury. 


|| the 


| sults, costs, and damages, 


The people | 


I] will not say that he has 


misrepresented it, because that would be unworthy 
of him and of me; but he has misunderstood it 
altogether. At some othertime I may undertake, 


in my feeble way, to answer some of his posi- 
It will be no arrogance, even in a man of 
my feeble powers, to undertake to answer bim, 
because his argument proceeded upon a total 
misconception and misapprehension of what we 
want. With his position he has argued it as a 


Senator and a gentleman should do, and therefore 


he is entitled to be answered. 

I desire to say another word while I am occu- 
pying the floor, as I do not wish to speak again 
on this Kansas question. I hope that I shall not 
do so, and | have no doubt, Mr. President, that 
you hope so too. I certainly shall not speak on 
it again unless I am provoked to it. While | am 
up, however, I desire to say a single word in 
regard to another speech that was made on the 
other side of the Chamber, a very considerable 
portion of which was devoted to me and to some 
friends who sit near me, personal in its character 
altogether. 1 cannot be provoked into such a 
contest as that. Whena man comes at me with 
a speech utterly, totally, exclusively personal in 
its character—ecrossly so—lI tell him that I can- 


; hot answer him; and he will find, I think, in his 


progress through life, that it will require some- 
thine else besides malienity to redeem imbecility 
from contempt. That is all my answer to that. 

But, sir, for the confession, thus openly, thus 
publicly made, on which | have commented, I 


| thank the Senator from Louisiana, and congrat- 


ulate my friends. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I presume that 
the Senator from New Hampshire intended, in 
his concluding remark, to allude to me. I wish 
him to answer now whether he did intend his 
remark for me? 

Mr. HALE. 

Mr. CLAY. 

Mr. HALE. 

Mr. CLAY. j 
that I defy his malice as much as I contemn his 
baseness. Let me say to that Senator, that no 
man shall assail my rithts or those of my con- 
stituency, their character or mine, and shirk 
plea of non- 
combatancy. Sir,if he had been animated by 
those heroic feelings which he affects too poorly 


I did, sir. 
You did, sir? 
Yes, sir. 


| to deceive, he would not come upon this floor, 


and, under the protection of the rules of this body, 
if he was that 
man of war, which he modestly denies, while 
vainly trying to play that character; if he was as 


promptto defend his honorand relieve his wrongs, | 


as he is keen to stimulate others by his incen- 
diary appeals to violence and bloodshed, he would 
not have soueht redress. by words, on this floor, 
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asked me, ¢ 
somewhat, as Ll had the entree 
told him that | would do so. Thi 
Alabama who has just taken his 
a member of the Co 
bill was r 
of Alabama was the c! 


see me. 
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facts in regard to that matter, and then, I think, 
we shall stand in a position satisfactory to both 
of us—certainly it will be satisfactory to me. 


On one oceasion, some years ago, there was a 


citizen of Alabama in this city prosecuting a claim 
bye fore Con 


some considerable amount. 


‘ress to 


He had retained to prosecute that claim an attor- 
ney re 


siding in this District, and that attorney 
is | was a friend of his, to assist him 
on the floor, and I 
Senator from 
seat was then 
ims, and this 
ymmittee. A citizen 
umant, lL apphed to the 


i 


omimittee on Cl 


ferred to that e 


other Senator from Alabama, | Mr. Frrzpatricr,} 
whom | 


; . 
fioor of the 


had known, he 


having been upon the 
Senate 


with me, and I told him that 
I desired to see his collearue up@gp a matter of 


business, and 1 asked him if he would do me the 
honor to introduce 
would ¢o and see him. 
me that he ’ 
when | ever sought any acquaintance with him, 
or any introduction to him, of any sort or kind, 
and then it was ofa professional character, for a 
citizen of Alabama, on business before him as a 
member of the Senate, on which he declined to 


me to him. He said that he 
Ile came back, and told 


declined. That is the only occasion 


Other than that | have never sought his 


acquaintance. | do not think | ever shall seek it, 
unless it should be in my power to do him some 
favor, which it is not very likely ever will be the 


case; but 


that is the only occasion on which I 


ever sought any introduction. ‘The Senator from 


Alabama who sits near me [Mr. Firzpatrice} 


can bear witness to the truth of what | say im this 


respect. 
Sir <) for me boast and say that I d 
sir, it :* not for me to boast and say that ado 
not seek the society of anybody. 1 seek the 
society of everv gentleman who is willing to as- 


| sociate with me, and I so demean myself that 


Let me say to that Senator then, | 


1 will | 


never permit his assaults without repelling them | 
in the manner which he deserves, notwith§tand- | 


ing he does not admit his responsibility, and 


skulks behind petticoats on the plea of non-com- | 
|, batancy for protection. 
| . : ° ° 

Sir, I see that he is pleased by this attention. | 


I know that there arethose of hisclass who, like | 


London Assurance, are ambitious of a kicking. 
He sought it, while his imagination sported over 
3efore the Senator’s 


petufogger, Mark Meddle, in the play of | 


mental vision, public trusts, honors, and offices | 
arise as the rewards for his self-abasement and | 


humiliation. Sir, there are some who are will- 


ing to riot in infamy, who are willing to invoke | 
contempt and obloquy, who are willing to sub- 


mit to any debasement or degradation here, for 
the poor triumph of promotion at home. . He is 
one of that class; but I will teach him before we 


| have been long associated on this floor, although 
| I have twice declined his acquaintance, when 
| sought by him, that he cannot assail me with 


een: 
| 


have nothing more to say to that Senator; and 
I beg pardon of the Senate for having consumed 
so much time on one who soils the carpet upon 


| which he treads. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, my answer was 
made before the speech was made, except in re- 
gard to one fact of which the Senator has spoken. 
He says that I have sought his acquaintance, 





nobody who is a gentleman declines it, unless 
under some misapprehension. But, sir, | do not 
think that the creative energy of Almighty power 
has ever been developed yet in making any man 
that I will look up to, or seek any elevation by 
associating with him; but I do not know what 
may be done in the future progress of creative 
power. I have no more to say in regard to any- 
thing that the Senator has remarked. 

Mr. CLAY. 1am not going to bring private 
affairs before the Senate for decision; neither 
would I weigh my character for truth in the scales 
with that of the Senator from New Hampshire. 
The man who will eat his own words in order to 
gratify his personal and political enmity; who 
will assume one proposition to-day and deny it 
to-morrow, with a view of traducing a political 
opponent; and who has done that publicly, as I 
have exposed, in that Senator’s assaults here on 
the President of the United States—at one time 
assailing him for interposing in the affairs of 
Kansas,and again denying that he did igterpose, 
and assailing him for not doing so—with such a 
man’s word I know that mine will not suffer by 
comparison. 

Mr. HALE. A single word will end this very 
promptly. ‘The Senator says that I eat my own 
words. I have only to reply that I think I shall 
heve a much more palatable meal than he will 
have in eating his. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to say to the Senate 
that I shall feel it to be my duty on next Thurs- 
day, after the Senator from Michigan shall have 
concluded, to ask for a vote on this bill. I give 
this notice in order that those who wish to speak 
will be prepared to take the floor prior to that time. 

Now, before I take my seat | have a word to 


| say in good nature to the Senator from New 


Hampshire. He has thanked the Senator from 
Louisiana over and over again for the declaration 
that Whigs and Democrats stand on the same 
platform in regard to the Nebraska bill and the 
question of slavery. He seems to be highly grat- 
ified that he has procured an admission from one 
Senator that such is the case. Sir, if he chose he 
could call me as a witness to the same fact, for I 
have proven it before. I have already on former 
occasions adverted to the fact, that both the Whig 
and Democratic parties in 1852 had the same = 
form on this question. The Senator from New 
Hampshire comes forward now and congratulates 
the country on the fact that he has an admission 
that any Whig must go for the Nebraska bill in 


= 


£59 ang ESE IED Eee 
a 
oe Nae 


a 


et tram A 


fe SS PAS 
Aw 


eer 


. 
eee eer te re” 


> 


- . 
IOC BT ET 


. 


ive 


«dex 


is 


-~— 


sy 


~~ 


eo 


ome. 


ae 


- toe Pa 


tere 





= Te a a ae a 


aie aed Be ad 


a) 


ae 


order to carry out the principles which he held as 
a Whig; and therefore he tells the Senator from 


marty, deserted its principles and its creed, when 
c opposed the Nebraska bill, and joined in the 
Republican movement. He tells the Senator from 
Vermont {Mr. Cottamer] that he, too, ceased to 
bea Whig, and betrayed his party, and abandoned | 
its principles, when he went into the } cee Yona 
movement, and that if he had remained a true | 
Whig he must have gone with the Senator from | 
Louisiana, and joined the Demoeratic party. He | 
tells every old-line Henry Clay Whig, that if he | 
wishes to be consistent he must support the | 
Democratic ticket. He tellsevery Webster Whig, | 
that if he wishes to be consistent he must sup- | 
port the Democratic a on the Nebraska plat- | 
form. If the Senator from New Hampshire is 
prepared to thank the Senator from Louisiana for | 


Ohio {[Mr. Wane] that he betrayed the Whig | 


that admission, I am prepared to thank the Sen- | 


ator from New Hampshire for recognizing its 
truth. 
Sir, in 1852, Whigs and Democrats stood on 
the same great principle of State equality and self- 
governmentin the Territories subject tothe Con- | 
stitution. The Nebraska bill resulted from the | 
principles affirmed in the compromise measures of | 
1850, and reaflirmed in the platform of the Whigs | 
and Democrats. Hence, a Whig, in order to be | 
consistent with the platform of 1852, must act | 
with the Democratic party now in support of | 
the same principle; and all men who go over to | 
the Black Republican movement are deserters | 
from their principles in 1852, whether they were | 
then Democrats or Whigs. 
lam glad that we have come to an agreement | 
on both sides of the Chamber on this point. There 
are some men claiming to be Democrats, acting 
with the Senator from New Hampshire, who will | 
not deem it to be so palatable. ‘There are some | 
men, claiming to be true Whigs, acting with him, | 
who will not deem it so palatable; nevertheless, 
it is true, and therefore Whigs and Democrats | 
should unite in the assertion of that great truth. 
Sir, I did congratulate the Senator from Louis- | 
jana on his speech to-day, because I saw that he | 
had proved true to his principles without refer- | 
ence to the name of the party with which he 
acted. His principles as an old-line Whig com- | 
pelled him to go with the Democracy, for the | 
reason that the Democracy is now the only party | 


in America which recognizes the Constitution as || 


the supreme law of the land. 

Mr. President, I shall not go further into the | 
discussion at this time. I have deemed it neces- | 
sary to notice this point in order that we may | 
join our testimony to that truth which affords the | 
Senator from New Hampshire so much gratifica- | 
tion. I now wish to repeat, that I shall ask the 
Senate on Thursday next to proceed to vote on | 
this bill. 

Mr. STUART. I have a right to ask, at least, | 
the indulgence of the Senate—not to use any 
stronger term—to allow the river and harbor bills, 
which were reported from the Committee on 
Commerce, and made the special order a long 
time ago, before this measure and before the naval | 
question, to be considered. We were crowded | 
out the other day by a very small vote, in order | 
to tale up the naval board question, with a view 
to end the debate on that before proceeding with 
anythingelse. That cannot be done if Senators, 
who desire to be heard on the Kansas question, | 
are to speak before Thursday. 

Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator will 
permit me to remind him that | came under an en- 
gagement to his venerable colleague, that 1 would 
move that this debate be adjourned over until | 
next Thursday, and I desire to perform my duty 
to him, so that the question may be disposed of 
by the Senate with a knowledge of his wishes. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I presume that the Senate 
will agree, by general consent, that on next 
Thursday the Senator from Michigan shall have 
the floor, whether the discussion goes on regu- 
larly or not. That will accomplish the object. 

Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator en- 
gaged me to make the motion to postpone this 
question till next Thursday; and for that reason 
I do so. 

Mr, STUART. I was only about to say that 
the river and harbor bills have been laid aside, 
most of the time in consequence of appeals tomy 
generosity to allow A, B.C, or D, honorable Sen- ' 


|| constituents. 


| this debate. 
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ators here, to have aday or two apiece to explain quires a physician to tell the difference. [Laugh. 


their views on certain measures. 
to them. The Senate, by a vote a few days since, 
by two or three majority, set aside those meas- 
ures, and decided that they would end the debate | 
on the naval question. Now, when the Senate 
is in the midst of that debate, the Senator from 
Illinois gives us notice that the discussion on the | 
Kansas question must be closed on next Thurs- 
day. These are impossibilities. They are things | 
which cannot be done. I now move to postpone | 
the further consideration of this subject until next 
Thursday, in the hope that, in the mean time, the 
naval question may be disposed of by a vote, and | 
that hereafter, if I shall be compelled to extend 


my generosity for two or three days’ speeches, I || 


I have yielded || 





shall receive some little reciprocity in return. 
Mr. MALLORY. I hope that the postpone- 


ment until Thursday next will not be understood 


by the Senate as displacing the business which | 


has been made the special order for Monday—the | 
questions connected with the naval board. I 
shall, of course, vote for the postponement until 
Thursday, for the purpose of giving to the hon- | 


ter.}] But, sir, I only rose for the purpose of 
expressing the hope, that as this is the great and 
engrossing topic of the session, it will not he 
urged with such haste as to prevent any gentle. 
man expressing his views upon it. In order to 
test the sense of the Senate, I shall ask that | be 
permitted to occupy the floor on Tuesday next 

Mr. WELLER. We desire to get through the 
naval question first. 

Mr. WADE. I have no wishes as to the par. 
ticular time when I shall be heard. I only nameq 
a day in order to have the question presented, 

Mr. JAMES and Mr. FOOT. Follow the Sep. 


| ator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass.] 


Mr. WADE. Very well; that will suit me. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. It is not my purpose to at. 
tempt to limit debate on this question. I desire 


| to afford a fair opportunity for its discussion, | 


am opposed, however, to the system which hag 
been pursued of taking it up occasionally, mak. 
ing one speech on it, and then postponing it for 


_a week; hearing another speech, and again post. 


orable Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] an || 


opportunity then to address the Senate, but with 


no expectation that the discussion on this ques- | 


tion will follow to the exclusion of the special 
order before it. 


Mr. WELLER. 


I have charge of three or 


four bills which have been under the considera- }| 
tion of the Senate, but still stand as unfinished | 


business. I agreed not to call them up, witha 
hope that the Senate would proceed with and 
dispose of the naval question before deciding 


other business. When we have a bill under con- 
with its discussion until we arrive at a conclusion, 


dispose of that. 


poning it for a week. If we pursue this course, 
the debate will not be ended in twelve months, 
and we shall have the same complaints they 
which we hear now, as to their not being a fair 
chance for debate. I have not pressed this bil 
heretofore, so that there should be no complaint 
by those gentlemen who are now so much afraid 
of being gagged. ‘They have lain back for three 
months, and now they complain of haste. If we 
were to continue the course which has been pur- 


| sued, they would tell us on the last night, when 
| we were attempting to force a vote, that they 
|| were being gagged. 

sideration, | think the better plan is to go on | 


Pacific railroad bill, which | regard as one of the || 


most important measures now pending before the 


Senate, in the vain hope that we might be able to | 
dispose of some of the business that stands in || 


the way. Unless the course which I have sug- 
gested be taken, I shall feel compelled, on Mon- 
day, to move that the Senate take up the Pacific 
railroad bill, and proceed with it. But if it be 
understood that we are to go on with the naval 
question, and dispos> of that, I shall stand back 
until it is out of the way. 

Mr. WADE. I desire, on some occasion, to 
occupy a short time in the discussion of the 
Kansas question. lam not particular as to the 
day when I shall be heard. I have not yet 
spoken upon the subject, but my constituents 
expect me to give my views upon it, and I shall 
therefore ask the Senate, at some suitable time, 
to give me an opportunity to be heard. I shall 
leave it, however, to the Senate to say what time 
will be most convenient to them. I trust that 
the Kansas bill is not to be rushed through with 
precipitate haste. It is the great question of the 
session. Inthe mindsof the people of the North— 
and I think the same remark applies to the South— 
it absorbs all other questions. It is the great 
measure of the session, and it ought not to be 
acted upon with precipitation. In my judgment, 
we should proceed with great deliberation, and 
should allow every Senator an opportunity of 
presenting his views to the Senate and to his 
I hope that the Senator from Illi- 
nois will not press his bill hastily. 
he comprehends its great importance. 

After the distinguished gentlemen who have 
spoken upon this question, I do not expect to 
be able to shed much light upon it; but, never- 
theless, it will be my duty to give my views in 


regard to it, and I trust that we shall hear the 


views of many others before we arrive at any 
conclusion. 

Allusions have been made to the Whig party 
and to the Democratic party, in the course of 
Sir, they are of very little import- 
ance in comparison with this question. 1 think 
I know the time when the Whig party died on 
this floor. I remember the occasion when in my 


| opinion the breath was just oe its body, and 


I rose here on that fatal night and attempted to 
preach its funeral sermon. Sir, I expect, before 
this session closes, to preach the funeral sermon 
of the Democratic party also. 

Mr. BROWN. It is not dead yet. 

Mr. WADE. It is so nearly dead that it re- 


I have not urged this measure hitherto, because 


|| I desired to make it apparent that, if anybody 
and then take up a new measure, and go on and || 
I have delayed calling up the | 


has not been heard, it arises from his own fault, 
and not from that of the chairman of the commit- 
tee, whose duty it is to insist upon a vote being 


| taken at some time. If next Thursday is deemed 


too early, I have no objection to posponre for 
another week; but I do not desire to have the bill 


|| lingering here during the whole summer. 
| 
|| postponement of this question, except with refer- 
1 ence to the other business of the Senate; and the 
|| Senators who have spoken upon it have spoken 
|| as promptly as they could with reference to that 


| 


} 
| 
| 
} 


| 


1} 


Mr. SUMNER. I believe there has been no 


business. Such is the fact. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I am not complaining of 
any one. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think that the Senator from 


|| Illinois cannot question that that is the fact. 


Now, why should the vote be pressed at this 
moment—for next Thursday, which is the day 
named, is practically this moment, because it is 
not proposed to consider the measure in the 
mean time—when it is very clear that there are 
Senators on this floor who desire to be heard on 
this bill, who have not yet spoken? I am one 
of those. The Senator from Ohio is also one. I 
presume the Senator from Illinois does not pro- 
pose to drive us to debate this question late in 
the night, or to cut us off entirely. I have no de- 
sire to postpone the discussion, for I am willing 
that it should go on next week, from day to day; 
but I would suggest that, as the Senator from 
Michigan is to have the floor on Thursday, the 


|| debate may be then allowed to go on, day by 
\| day, continuously, until it is exhausted. 


I trust that || 


Mr. DOUGLAS. If that arrangement can 


| be made, I will agree to the postponement of this 


uestion until next Thursday, and then, from 
7 to day, until we dispose of it. 
ir. HUNTER. I hope that we shall go on 
with the debate on the naval board question 
until we dispose of it. We took it up this week 
with the intention of finishing it, and I believe 
we ought to do that before proceeding with other 
business. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I think we can finish the de- 
bate on the naval question in a day or two; and 
I hope it will be disposed of. 

Mr. BUTLER. I made the m-tion by which 
the naval board question was assigned for dis- 
cussion during this week, and I must now insist, 
in accordance with the general understanding, 
that we shall proceed on Monday and Tuesday 
next with that debate. I think we can dispose 
of itintwo days. At least we can do so if we 
have eight speeches a day, of half an hour each; 
and after the subject has been so fully discussed, 
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I think half an hour is long enough for a speech } have, in fact, not yet been heard; and they must || forces of any State or Territory who were mustered into the 


upon it. 


‘Mr. BROWN. It will be recollected that on | 

jast Friday the business of the District of Co- | 
jumbia was postponed until to-day. It has been | 
overridden, however, by the consideration of the 
more important subject of the Kansas bill. I do 
not complain of that, because [ admit that more | 
important business should always override that || 
which is lessimportant. I desire to-day, if I can 
wet an opportunity before the Senate adjourns, to 
move that the business of the District of Columbia 
be set apart for next Friday, or, if the Senate 
pleases to sit on Saturday, for that day. 
But, sir, my principal oes in rising now | 
was to give notice that I hold in my hand a little | 
hill for the convenience, comfort, and health of | 
Senators, Which I hope they will remain in their 
seats to-day long enough to consider. It is a | 
measure concerning our Own convenience, and as 
we have very little personal interest in our legis- | 
jation, I trust we shall attend to this. 

Mr. ADAMS. I have no objection to the mo- 
tion which has been made to postpone this bill | 
until next Thursday; but I desire to make a sug- 
gestion in reference to the business of the Senate. | 
| consider it to be the duty of each chairman of 
a committee, when he has important bills confided 
tohim, to urge their consideration within areason- 
able time; but that does notimpose on the Senate 
the necessity of acting upon those bills at once. 
The idea seems to be entertained, that when a 
Senator insists upon a proposition being consid- 
ered, it must be taken up anyhow. ‘From that I 
dissent. Let any Senator make a proposition to 
take up bills which he considers important, and 
test the sense of the Senate as to what business 
shall be proceeded with. We certainly have 
plenty of time. Iam astonished that Senators 
talk of the important business which is pressing 
upon us,and yet have ample time to adjourn over 
every Saturday. If we have important business 
essing on our hands, why not sit to-morrow? 

trust that we shall take up the naval board ques- 
tion on Monday, with the understanding, so far 
as we can have such an understanding, that it 
hall be disposed of on Monday or Tuesday, and 
then let a majority of the Senate determine what 
business shall be next proceeded with. 

As the Senator from Michigan has signified 
his desire to be heard on next ‘Thursday on this 
question, | suppose no Senator will object to 
hearing him then; but that does not impose on 
us the necessity of continuing the consideration 
of this bill, to the exclusion of other business. I 
see no necessity for passing now a bill to provide 
for the admission as a State of a Territory which 
has not one quarter of the population necessary 
fora State, and may not have it for years to come. 
Why should all public business be delayed in 
order to pass a special law for a set of men who 
are disturbing the harmony of this country very 
much? I would not yield the fourth part of a 
hair’s-breadth to such men. Any time during 
this session will be soon enough to dispose of 
this question. The population for whom the bill 
provides are not sufficient to become a State; and, 
for one, I would not yield anything to the clamor 
of them, or of any set of men disturbing the har- 
mony and peaceful operations of this great Gov- 
ernment. I hope that this subject will be post- 
pees until Thursday, and that on Monday or 

uesday we shall decide what we shall do with 
those who suffer in consequence of the action of 
the naval board. 

Mr. WADE. Ihave no objection to the post- 
ponement of this bill until next Thursday, but I | 
desire to know, before the vote is taken, whether 
itis to be driven to a decision then at one sitting, 
[* No!?? & No!’’] or whether we are to have an 
opportunity to be heard on the question? [‘* Cer- 
tainly !’’]_ That is all I wish to know. 

Mr. MALLORY. If the Kansas question be 
taken up on next Thursday, with the expectation 
that it will then be proceeded with continuously, 
it will occupy the attention of the Senate for 
weeks; but | know full well that we shall not 
dispose of the naval question before next Thurs- 
ef The honorable Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. Apams] says that we ought to conclude this 
discussion on Monday or Tuesday; but when 

€ says so, itis with the knowledge of the fact 
that gentlemen have spoken at length against 


naval reform, and that those who are in favor of it |. 


| have an opportunity of expressing their views. 


I think, however, that we can dispose of the naval 
question during next week. { mave, if it be 
in order, that this bill be postponed until Mon- 
day week, with the understanding that the honor- 
able Senator from Michigan shall have an oppor- 
tunity to address the Senate on Thursday, if he 
chooses, and then that the debate on this bill shall 
be postponed. 

Mr. FISH. It does not require a vote for that 
purpose; we can have an understanding to that 


| effect. 





Mr. SUMNER. Do I understand 

Mr. STUART. It must be obvious that we 
cannot come to any understanding now. Let us 
vote, 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Florida name Monday week for the postpone- 
ment of this question ° 

Mr. MALLORY. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will put the 
question on the longest time. ‘The Senator from 
Florida moves to postpone the further considera- 
tion of this bill to Monday week, and that it be 
made the special order for that day. 

The motion was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

A messaze from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that they 
had passed a bill (H. R. No. 311) to revive and 
continue in force the provisions of the act of 1853, 
in relation to suspended entries of public lands, 
and the act of 1846, ‘in relation to suspended 
preémption land claims. The bill was read twice 
by its title,and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The message also announced that they had 
passed a joint resolution (J. R. No. 13) for the 
statistics of the coastwise commerce, to be in- 
cluded hereafter in the annual reports of the Sec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury on commerce and naviga- 
tion. It was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committce on Commerce. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER. I desire now to make a report 
from the committee of conference, for the pur- 

ose of enabling the new committee which I pro- 
pose shall be appointed to sit during the recess 
to-morrow. ‘The committee of conference on the 
deficiency bill on the part of the Senate having 
been unable to agree with the House committee, 
I move that they be discharged, and that another 
committee of conference be appoint d. Itis pos- 
sible that a new committee may settle the points 
of difference. 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Stuart, 
Pratt, and Toomss were appointed the second 
committee of conference onthe part of the Senate. 

BOUNTY LAND BILL. 

Mr. FOOT. The bounty land bill was yester- 
day returned from the House of Representatives 
with a message concurring in the amendments of 
the Senate with an amendment. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I give notice that 
I shall ask the Senate to insist on one of the 
amendments disagreed to by the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr. IVERSON. 1 trust that we shall recede 
and allow the bill to become a law at once. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House to their amendments to the 
bill (H. R. No. 8) to amend * An act in addition 
to certain acts granting bounty land to certain 
officers and soldiers who have been engaged in 
the military service of the United States,” ap- 
proved March 3, 1855. ‘The House concurred 
in the amendments of the Senate, with an amend- 
ment to strike out the fifth and sixth sections of 
the Senate amendments, which are as follows: 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That clerks and other 
assistants of quartermasters, Commissaries, paymasters, 
surgeons, and assistant surgeons, together with artificers, 
the servants of officers, and other persons employed in or 
about the camps of the Army of the United States, as well 
as artificers, the servants of naval officers, and all other per- 
sons employed on board of the armed vessels of the United 
States, in the revenue cutters in service as vessels of war 
or blockade in any of the wars specified in the first section 
of the act to which this is an amendment, shall be entitled 
to the benefits of the said act: Provided, That all such per- 
sons were subject to military law whilst engaged in service. 

Sec. 6. 4nd be it further enacted, ‘That the provisions of 
the said act shall extend to all officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates of the militia or volunteer 


military service of the United Staies, pursuant te any re 
quisition or call from a general officercommanding an army 
or mititary department of the United States, in expectation 
of any concerted insurrection of the Ladians or armed in- 
vasion trom abroad. 


The House also proposed to add the following 
additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That whenever the term “mi- 
nors’’ in this orany other act granting bounty land shall be 
used, it shall be construed to include those who were 
niunors at the time said acts severally took effect. 


Mr. FOOT. The only material amendment, 
it will be observed, of the House of Representa- 
tives, is to strike out the fifth and sixth sections 
of the amendments proposed by the Senate. I, 
for one, should be well pleased if the House had 
concurred in but, inasmuch as 
they were stricken out in the House by a very 
decided vote, my own opinion is, that the Senate 
will do well to concur in the action of the House. 
[t does not affect the general principles of the bill. 
I move, therefore, that the Senate concur in the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
our amendments. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I ask that the ques- 
tion be divided, so as to have a separate vote on 
striking out the sixth section. I must object to 


those Sections; 


striking it out, but I make no opposition to con- 


curring In the other amendments of the House. 

Mr. PUGH. I hope that the Senate will not 
concur in the action of the House. It is very 
evident, from the last section proposed by the 
House as an amendment, that they have not given 
this matter as much attention as we have. | think 
that a committee of this body will be able to sat- 
isfy any committee of the House, inten or twenty 
minutes, that they should recede. I propose, 
therefore, that the Senate insist on its amend- 
ments, and ask for a committee of eonference. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I think that would 
be the better course. 

Mr. FOOT. Atthe suggestion of gentlemen 
all around me, I withdraw my former motion, and 
now move thatthe Senate disacree to the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives, and ask 
for a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Foor, 
Pucn, and Bropueap, were appointed the Com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate, 

} WATERING PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 

Mr. BROWN. I now‘ask leave to report from 

| the Committee on the District of Columbia the 

| joint resolution of which I have notified Senators, 

| to provide for their health, comfort, and conveni- 
ence. ‘Thatis not the title of the joint resolution, 
but itis a part of its object; [am sure there can 
be no objection to it. ; 

The joint resolution (S. R. No. 18) authorizing 

the Commissioner of Public Buildings to contract 
for watering Pennsylvania avenue, was read the 
first and second time by its title. It proposes to 
authorize the Commissioner to contract with some 
responsible person for watering Pennsylvania 
| avenue from the western gate of the Capitol to 
| Seventeenth street west, from the day of passage 
| of the resolution until the adjournment of Con- 
gress, at a cost not exceeding $650 per month. 
| The PRESIDENT. It requires unanimous 
| consent to consider the resolution now. 

Mr. BROWN. ‘The amount fixed is based on 
an estimate of the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings. Of course i have no interest in it; but if 
| Senators desire to be smothered in the dust of 
Pennsylvania avenue, be it so. I think it is 
wrong. Iam for walking in cool places. 

Mr. CLAY. It appcars to me that the amount 
| proposed is « very large one; and I object to the 
consideration of the resolution at this time, in 
order that I may inquire into it. 
| Mr. BROWN. Iwill say to my friend from 
| Alabama, that the amount is based on an estimate 
| from the proper officer, and we shall come no 
nearer the exact sum in any future estimate than 
at the present time. If we move in this matter 
at all, it is important, as the summer is approach- 
| ing, that we should do so atonce, I feel no in- 
|| terest in this question beyond any other Senator. 

I have felt bound to present the measure as a 
| matter of health, convenience, and comfort, as | 
| said before; butif the Senate do not think proper 
| to pass the resolution now, be it so. 
| Mr. CLAY. I withdraw my objection. 
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The resolution was considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reatling, read the third time, and passed. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion of Mr. FALE, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourus to-day, it be to | 
meet on Monday next. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BUSINESS. 


Mr. BROWN. [Iask that the bills relating to 
the District of Columbia may be taken up, and 
assigned for next Friday, or on the succeeding 
day, if the Senate will agree to sit on Saturday. 
There are only two or three of the District bills 
which are of great importance, and | am partic- 
ularly desirous that they should be disposed of. 
My friend from Pennsylvania is somewhatalarmed 
about the gas bill, but I do not propose to include 
that in my motion. I desire to dispose of those 
bills which are absolutely important to the Dis- 
trict, 

Mr. MALLORY. I shall not object to the 
proposition with the understanding that the bills 
referred to by the Senator shall not interfere with 
the naval question, if it be not disposed of in the 
mean time. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I must object to setting 
apart Iriday for any other business than private 
bills. We have a rule of the Senate requiring 
that private bills shall be considered on that day; 
and it is regarded as out of order, or at any rate 
as improper, to ask for their consideration on any 
other day. 

Mr. BROWN. Perhaps the Senate, in a case 
of this sort, will agree to sit on one Saturday. I 
do not wish to incommode others; but I am de- 
sirous of havjng the business of the District of 
Columbia disposed of. The history of legislation 
for the last eight years, to my knowledge, has 
been, that the District business is postponed day 
after day to more important matters, and never 
receives that attention to which it is entitled. As 
I have been constituted a sort of organ in this 
body—though a very poor one—for the District 
of Columbia, I feel some solicitude that whatever 
concerns it should have proper attention. Will 
not the Senate agree to siton to-morrow week? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It cannot be done. 

Mr. STUART. It will be impossible to get a 
quorum here on Saturday. 

Mr. BROWN. ThenI must insist on the past- 
»onement of the District bills until next Friday. | 
i give notice that if this motion fails, I shall move 
to take up those bills ai the first opportunity I get. 

Mr. WADE, Friday has been appropriated 
for private business; and there is an accumulation 
of bills on the Private Calendar which, in justice 
to individual claimants, ought to be acted on at 
an early day. I hope that nothing will be done 
which will prevent our going on with private | 
business on friday. Being a member of the Com- 
mittee on Claims, 1 know that there are many | 
cases of hardship where the parties have waited | 
for a long time to obtain the money which the 


Government owes them; and it is no more than |) 


justice to them that their claims should be acted | 
upon on the day which has been assigned for | 
them. We have already, on two Fridays in suc- 


| State of Ohio. 
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Mr. BROWN. I now move to postpone the 
further consideration of these bills until Monday 
week, with the understanding that theyshall not 
give way to anything else at that time. I desire 
to give notice now, however, that I shall take the 
first convenient opportunity which may present 
itself, to move to take up the bill providing for 
the removal of the armory, as the damages which 
it is proposed to pay for the removal of the site 
are increasing by every day’sdelay. My motion 
is, that the other District of Columbia bills be 
postponed until Monday week, and be made the 
special order for that day. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, May 5, 1856. 

Prayer by the Rev. Danie Wacpo, Chaplain 
of the House of Representatives. 

The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of 


the Senate, the final report of the Board of Army | 


Officers upon claims for funds advanced, and sub- 
sistence and supplies furnished, for the use of 
Frémont’s California battalion; which, on motion 
of Mr. We LER, was referred to the Committee 


on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


OHIO ON AFFAIRS IN KANSAS. 
Mr. PUGH. | 
nished with a copy of certain resolutions, which 
have been passed by the General Assembly of the 
I ask that they may be read. 
The Secretary read them, as follows: 
Joint Resolutions relative to Kansas Affairs. 
Whereas, the original policy of our country contem- 


plated no extension of slavery beyond the limits of slave | 


States, and no increase of the number of such States; and 
whereas, experience has sufficiently proven that every de- 
parture from that policy has been productive of evil, and 
of evilonly ; and whereas, by the repeal of the slavery pro- 


| hibition of the Missouri compromise, the whole question 


cession, passed over their claims, as I think, to || 


the detriment of their rights. I hope that the 
Senate hereafter will devote Friday to private | 
bills. 
Mr. BROWN. It is suggested to me, that if 
we postpone the Distygt business until Monday | 
week, it will be much less likely to interfere with | 
other measures. I feel particular -concern in | 


of slavery, in its relation to the Union, the States, and the | 
Territories, has been reopened; and whereas, the people | 


of Kansas, deprived of the protection of that prohibition, 
and despoiled by armed invasion of their undoubted right to 
elect their own Representatives, have been compelled to 
choose between the alternatives of resort to the inherent 
right of every community, i the absence of valid laws, to 
provide for its own safety and good order, or submission to 
the unauthorized edicts of a pretended Legislature, seeking 
to compel the admission of slavery by appointing its own 


creatures to all territorial offices, whether executive or 


judicial, and by imposing such restrictions upon the rights 


| of suffrage at tuture elections, as will exclude the opponents 


of slavery from the polls; and whereas, the people of Kan- 
sas, properly adopting the former alternative, have pro- 
ceeded to elect a Delegate to Congress, and to form for them- 


| selves a State constitution, with a view to application for | 


admission into the Union; and whereas, it is the duty, in 
the judgment of this General Assembly, of the Federal Gov- 


| ernment, and of the people of the several States, to unite 


their efforts to save the Territory of Kansas from the renewal 
of civil tumult and from the further shedding of blood: Be 
it therefore 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
That the cause of the people of Kansas, engaged in detend- 
ing themselves against lawless violence, and in asserting 
their inherent right of self-government, be, and hereby is, 


earnestly commended to the warm sympathies ofthe people 


of Ohio. 
Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, 


| and Representatives requested, to oppose all acts and meas- 


having two or three bills relating to the District || 


a I think they can be disposed of in a few | 
iours. If we can have them fixed for Monday 
week, with the understanding that they shall not 


be overridden by some measure of public import- || 


ance, | will consent to their postponement to that | 
day. 
Mr. SUMNER. Monday week has already | 
been assigned for the Kansas question. 
Mr. MALLORY. We can lay thataside, | 
Mr. SUMNER. Oh, no. | 
The PRESIDENT. The first question is On | 
taking up the bills named by the Senator from 
Mississippi. 
The motion to take up the District of Columbia | 
bills was agreed to, 


ures which tend to recognize as legal and binding any of 


the acts of the pretended Legislature of Kansas held at 
Shawnee Mission. 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be isistructed, 
and Representatives requested, to use their best endeavors 


for the immediate passage of an act of Congress adinitting | 
Kansas into the Union as a free State, with such limitation | 


of boundary as by Congress shall be deemed advisable ; and 
in case Congress shall not consent to such admission, then 
to use their best endeavors to secure the passage of acts en- 


| abling the people of that Territory to elect their own Gov- 


ernor and other officers, and fully protect them in the exer- 


| cise of the elective franchise. 


| 


Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be further in- | 
structed, and our Representatives requested, to use their || 
| best endeavors to secure the passage of laws prohibiting | 
| slavery in the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, and all || 


| territory embraced in the Missouri compromise, and reés- 


tablishing the original American policy, as declared by the 
regulation proposed by Thomas Jefferson in 1784 for the 
exclusion of slavery from all territory ceded or to be ceded ; 
and of such other laws as shall best fulfill the high duty re- 
peatedly acknowledged by the people of Ohio, of using all 
puwer clearly given by the terms of the national compact, 
to prevent the increase, to mitigate and finally eradicate the 
evil of slavery, without encroaching upon, or in any wa 

legislating upon, the right of each State to adopt and modify 
its own municipal laws, to regulate its own internal affairs, 


Mr. President, [ have been fur- || 


May 5, 


oo EE Fer or ee 
|| and to hold and maintain its equal and independent 8OVer. 


eignty with each and every other State. 
Resolved, ‘That the Governor be requested to cause a con, 
of this preamble and resolutions, properly certified, to Y 
forward d to each of our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress, and the Governor of each State in the Union. 
N. H. VAN VORHES. 
Speaker House of Representatives, 
THOMAS H. FORD, 
April 9, 1856. President Senate, 
Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, it is not my pur. 
pose to detain the Senate at present with ay 
observations on the subject of those resolutions 
I simply desire to say that I have arrived at eop. 
clusions entirely different, both of law and of 
fact, and that I mean to take upon myself the ro. 
sponsibility of disobeying those instructions, Qp 
some future occasion I shall ask the Senate to 
listen to me whilst I give the reasons for this 
course. My colleague, I believe, is entitled to 
the floor next after the Senator from Michigan, 
| {Mr. Cass;] and unless some Senator claims jt, 
I shall then be disposed to follow him in some 
| observations on the subject to which the resoly. 
| tions relate. I move that the resolutions lie op 
the table, and be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
|| by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that they 

had passed the following bills and joint regolu- 
| tlons: 

A bill (H. R. No. 130) to grant to L. Jane 

Horner and children a section of land in Oregon; 

A bill (H. R. No. 217) for the relief of the heirs 
‘| of Colonel Charles Simms, late collector of the 
port of Alexandria; 

A bill (H. R. No. 213) to construe the act en- 
titled ** An act for the relief of James M. Goggin,” 
|| approved July 27, 1854, 
| A bill CH. R. No. 223) for the relief of John 
| Crawford; 

A bill (EH. R. No. 253) granting a pension to 
| Mrs. Nancy Weatherford; 

A bill (H. R. No. 266) for the relief of Captain 

J. P. Hatch, of the United States Army; 
A bill (H. R. No. 257) for the relief of Jacob 
Price, of Jefferson county, Virginia; 
A bill (H. R. No. 268) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Captain Joseph H. Whipple, 
| deceased; 

A bill (H.R. No. 272) for the relief of the heirs 
| of the late Colonel John Hardin; 

A bill CH. R. No. 290) for the relief of Emma 
| Bidamon; 

A bill (H. R. No. 238) granting a pension to 
| Ansel Wilkinson; and 

A joint resolution (J. R. No. 10) for the relief 

of Dr. William P. A. Hail, late of the Tennessee 
volunteers in the Mexican war. 

Also, that they had passed Senate joint resolu- 
| tion (S. R. No. 7) for the relief of the Southwest- 
/ern and Muscogee Railroad Companies. 

Also, that the House had agreed to the second 
| conference asked for by the Senate on the dis- 
| agreeing votes of the two Houses, and appointed 

Messrs. Prinete, McMutuiy, and Stanton, the 
committee on the part of the House. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BIGGS presenteda memorial of Cherokee 
Indians residing in North Carolina, praying that 
the fund held in trust by the United States for the 
benefit of those Indians may be divided per capita 

-amongst the members of that tribe; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of James A. 

| Girardin, administrator of Jacques or James Gi- 
| rardin, deceased, praying for the payment of a 
| balance due for the services of the deceased as a 
volunteer in the war of 1812; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
| Mr. FISH presented the petition of James S. 
| Abeel, United States military storekeeper at Rome, 
New York, praying to be allowed additional com- 
pensation; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. ; 
| Mr. WILSON presented a memorial of Francis 
| C. Treadwell, praying that the volunteers engaged 
in the defense of Salem and its vicinity in the last 


| 
| 


war with Great Britain, may be placed on the 
same footing, as to pay and bounty land, with 
other volunteers who served in that war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES, of fowa, presented the petition 
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of citizens of Iowa, praying for the adoption of | 


yneasures to Secure & Pacific railroad; which was 
-eforred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
" Also, three petitions of citizens of Iowa, pray- 
.- fur the establishment of a mail route from 
pyersville to Decorah, in that State; which were 
-eferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Dost Roads. 

Mr. DURKEE presented the petition of Ziba 
T. Peters, a delegate of the Stockbridge and Mun- 
see Indians, praying for an immediate appropria- 


‘ion for the payment of money due those Indians | 


ander treaties with the United States; which was 
-oferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK presented a petition of 
citizens of Dallas county, Alabama, praying for 
the establishment of a mail route from Camden 
to Benton, in that State; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. WELLER presented a paper relating to 
the claim of Captain 8. D. Sturgis of the United 
States Army, for additional compensation for 
services in California; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to Whom was referred the petition of Sarah 
Crandall, widow of James Coon, submitted a re- 
port,accompanied by abill(S. No. 284) for the re- 
liefof the heirs-at-law of Sarah Crandall, deceased; 
which was read the first time, and passed to a 
second reading. 
printed. : : 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Sarah Blunt, submitted a report, accompanied by ¢ 
bill (S. No. 285) granting a revolutionary pension 
to Sarah Blunt; which was read the first time, and 
passed to a second reading. 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Mrs. Ann Turner, sub- 


mitted areport, accompanied bya bill (S. No. 286) | 


ranting five years’ half pay to Mrs. Ann Turner, 
widow of Elbert Turner, deceased; which was 
read a first time, and passed to a second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the petition of Nancy M. Gunsally, | 


submitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. 


No. 287) granting a pension to Nancy M. Gun- | 
sally, widow of Lyman M. Richmond, deceased; | 
which was read a firsttime,and passed to a second | 


reading. ‘The report was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. PUGH, trom the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the memorial of the 
Indiana Yearly Meeting of Friends, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 288) to grant 
the right of preémption in certain lands to the 
Indiana Yearly Meeting of the Society of Friends; 
which was read a first time, and passed to a second 
reading. ‘The report was ordeed to be printed. 


Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Roads | 


and Canals, to whom was referred two memorials 
of citizens of Wisconsin, on the subject of a rail- 
road to the Pacific, asked that they be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same, and 
that they be referred to the select committee on 
the Pacific railroad; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition 
of Smith Mowry, submitted an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MALLORY. The Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of E. 
Lloyd Winder, have had the same under censid- 
eration and have directed me to make an adverse 
report. They ask that the memorialist have lib- 
erty to withdraw his papers for the purpose of 
submitting them to the Court of Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
resolutions offered by the honorable Senator from 


Massachusetts, {Mr. Sumner, ] in relation to the 


establishment of a commission for the purpose of 
revising the public statutes of the United States, 
to ask to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the subject. I think it not improper—I 


elieve itis not unparliamentary—to say that I did | 


hot fully agree in the determination of the com- 


mittee. I think the laws ought to be consolidated, | 


though I was opposed to the codification. 


‘The report was ordered to be | 


The report was || 
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The committee were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject. 


ATMOSPHERIC TELEGRAPH, 

Mr. JOHNSON. The petition of Luther V. 
Bell, praying that his invention to transport mail 
matter by atmospheric pressure may be tested 
through the pipes intended for the Washington 
aqueduct, he superintending the same, and that 
he may be compensated therefor if it be found 
serviceable, was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. When the 
petition was presented, a motion was made that 
it be printed, which motion was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. The reference was on 
the motion of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Sumver ] The committee are disposed of 
course to report in favor of the printing of such 
papers, whe re it is soucht for or desired by any 
Senator; but while it is usual to print memorials 
from State authorities, it is not usual to print 
petitions that come to the Senate from particular 
individuals, especially when the petitions are so 
short that the committee to whom they are re- 
ferred can very easily look into them, and their 
distribution is not proposed. The Committee on 
Printing have, therefore, instructed me to report 
back the petition, not recommending that it shall 
be printed, but that it may be acted on by the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads in 
its original shape. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on con- 
curring in the report of the committee refusing 
to recommend the printing of the petition. 

The report was concurred in. 

CHRISTIAN HAX. 

Mr. BAYARD. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to report back House 
bill (No. 219) for the relief of Christian Hax, 
of the State of Maryland, without amendment, 
with a recommendation that it pass. I also ask 
the Senate now to consider this bill. Iam _ per- 
fectly satisfied that it cannot create a moment’s 
delay, for it will not give rise to any discussion. 
If the Senate will agree to do so, I will state in 
less than five minutes the substance of the bill. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- | 


ceeded, asin Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill. 


It proposes to authorize the circuit court for the 


| Maryland district to amend the record of the | 


naturalization of Christian Hax, of date the 23d 
of April, 1838, so as to make the word ‘* Hanks”’ 
read ** Hax,’’ if satisfactory proof shall be intro- 


| duced to show that he is the identical person who 


was then naturalized by order of the court, and 
that his name has been entered upon the records 
of the court as ** Hanks”’ by mistake or misprision 


\| of the clerk of the court. 


Mr. BAYARD. This bill is for the relief of, 
[ will say, a citizen of the United States; for he 
is so in fact, though not according to proof. In 
1830 he was naturalized under the laws, but a 
mistake was made in spelling his surname. It 
was written ** Hanks,’’ instead of ‘‘ Hax.’’ Le- 
gally, that is not idem sonans, and therefore the 
court would not, after the lapse of time, without 
special authority, correct the error. The object 
of the bill is, not for us to decide on the question 
of identity, but to authorize the court, on proof 
being made to its satisfaction of the identity of 
the individual who was naturalized in 1830, to 
correct the clerical misprision by an order of the 
court. I think that justice to the party requires 
the passage of the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 


third time, and passed. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, some time 
ago I had the honor to offer to the Senate a res- 
olution calling for some papers in regard to the 
French spoliation claims. In my absence, that 


|| resolution was called up, and laid on the table. 


The objection made to the resolution was, that it 
called for original documents from the Depart- 
ment of State. It is true that it does call for 
such papers; and the reason for that call is, that 
it is necessary to have the report which is called 
for, in order that the Senate may be able to judge 
of the appearance of the report, and of the authen- 
ticity of the handwriting. 


called for it in that shape. I now as 


U resolution may be taken up. 
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The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution, which 
was submitted on the l4th of April: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to lay 
before the Senate the original journal of proceedings of the 
Board of American commissioners at Pans to liquidate and 
audit the claims of American citizens against the French 
Government, being for debts due to them, and for the satis- 
faction of which provision was made by the convention 
between the United States and France of April 30, 1803. 

Also, to lay before the Senate a copy from said journal of 
the adjudications of said claims therein reeorded under the 
respective titles of an alphabetical index to the certificates 
of admittance, and an alphabetical index to the certificates 
of rejecuon ; and a copy from said journal of the preceed 
ings of the board as recorded on the first day of December, 


1804, being the day on which the commission of the board 
terminated. 


Mr.CLAYTON. The reason why the original 
documents are called for is that we may see by 
the handwriting the authenticity of the paper. 

Mr. EVANS. I should be glad to the 
size of the document, how many pages there are 
in it, and whether there is any danger of the 
papers being lost. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 
hundred pages. 

Mr EVANS. That subject is not before the 
Senate in any shape or form of which I am aware, 
and I do not know for what purpose the inform- 
ation is wanted. 

Mr.sCLAYTON. I would say to the gentle- 
man that it is wanted for the purpose of showing 
the fact which appears on the face of the paper, 
that the claims, payment for which is asked by 
the bill which has heretofore been on the table, 
and which passed the Senate last year, but was 
vetoed by the President, (providing for spoliations 
committed by the French prior to the year 1800,) 
do not include any claims which were paid under 
the treaty of 1803. The object is to show that 
the claims paid under the treaty of 1803 are not 
embraced in this bill. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. PUGH gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill granting a pension to 
Mrs. Mary A. M. Jones, widow of Brevet Major 
General Jones, deceased. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. GEYER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
revive and continue in force, for a limited period, 
** An act for the final adjustment of land claims 
in Missouri,’? approved July 9, 1832, and for 


There are probably one 


| other purposes; which was read twice by its title, 
| and referred to the Committee on Private Land 


Claims. 

Mr. GEYER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and shee leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for peremptory challenges in criminal 
cases in the courts of the United States, within the 


| States admitted into the Union since September, 


1789; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GEYER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
relinquish to the inhabitants of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, for the use of schools, certain out-lots and 
common field-lots heretofore reserved; which 


| was read twice by its title, and referred to the 


Committee on Private Land Claims. 
FORGERY OF LAND WARRANTS. 

Mr. STUART. I introduced a bill into the 
Senate, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and, I believe, reported back on 
Friday. {tis avery important one in its charac- 
ter, and I should like to have it acted on at this 
time. Its object is to provide forthe punishment 
of certain forgeries in regard to land warrants. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, toconsider 
the bill (S. No. 272) for the punishment of certain 
crimes therein mentioned. It provides that it 
shall be a felony, punishable by a fine not exeeed- 
ing $500, and imprisonment at hard labor not ex- 
ceeding ten years, to falsely make, forge, or coun- 
terfeit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, 


| forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist 
| in falsely making, forging, or counterfeiting, any 
|| paper, writing, or instrument in imitation of, op 
For that purpose I | 

E that the | 


urporting to be, a certificate or warrant for bounty 
le , issued by authority of any law of the United 
States, or an assignment or transfer of avy such 
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. | 
certificate or warrant, whether genuine or false; or 


to pass, utter, publish, barter, or sell as true, any || Price, 0“ Jefferson county, Virginia; to the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs. 


such false, forged, or counterfeited paper; or to 
falsely enter any bounty-land warrant or assign- 
ment, with the intention of defrauding. 

The bili was reported to the Senate, ordered to | 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


ACCOUNTS WITH LAND STATES. 


Mr. BROWN. The Committee on Public 
Lands, on Thursday last, reported back the bill 
introduced by me, (S. No. 4,) to settle certain 
accounts between the United States and the State | 
of Mississippi. The principle on which it is 


| deceased; to the Committee on Military A 


based has already been settled by the action of || 


Congress. It applies to my State, and the amend- 
ment of the committee embraces like interests in 
other States. I ask the indulgence of the Senate 
to take it up and pass it now, so that it may have 
a fair opportunity of getting through the House 
of Representatives at the present session of Con- 


not ask to have it taken up now. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to | 
consider the bill which proposes to direct the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to state 
an account between the United States and the 
State of Mississippi, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining what sum or sums of money are due to 
that State, heretofore unsettled, on account of 

ublic lands, and upon the same principles of al- 
poente and settlement as are prescribed in the 
** Act to settle certain accounts between the Uni- 
ted States and the State of Alabama,’’ approved 
March 2, 1855. He is to include in the account 
the several reservations under the various treaties 
with the Chickasaw and Choctaw Indians within 


the limits of Mississippi, and allow to the State || 


five per centum thereon, as in case of other sales, | 


estimating the lands at the value of $1 25 per || ; ; . 
| thereof to the Secretary of the Interior, by or through the 
Governor of the State, accompanied by his request to that | 


acre. 

The Committee on Public Lands reported the 
following amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioner 
shall also state an account between the United States and 
each of the other States, upon the same principles, and 
shall allow and pay to each State such amount as shall 
thus be found due, estimating all lands and permanent res- 
ervations at $1 25 per acre. 

The amendment was agreed to; the bill was 
reported to the Senate as amended; and the 
amendment was concurred in. The bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. STUART, the title was 
amended so as to read, ‘* A bill to settle certain 
accounts between the United States and the State 
of Mississippi and othet States.”’ 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following House bills and joint resolution 
were severally read a first and second time, and 
referred to the standing committees as indicated 
below: 

A bill (H. R. No. 213) to construe the act 
entitled ** An act for the relief of James M. Gog- 
gin,’’ approved 27th July, 1854; to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

A bill (H. R. No. 217) for the relief of the 
heirs of Colonel Charles Simms, late collector of 
the port of Alexandria; to the Committee on 
Claims. 

A bill (H. R. No. 71) making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the 
Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipu- 
lations with various Indian tribes, for the year 
ending June 30, 1857; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

A bill (H. R. No. 130) to grant to L. Jane | 
Horner and children a section of land in Oregon; 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill (CH. R. No. 223) for the relief of John 
Crawford; to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A bill (H. R. No. 238) granting a pension to 
Ansel Wilkinson; to the Committee on Naval 





Affairs. 1} 


| ten years fromsuch date of withdrawal, it is hereby declared 


A bill (H. R. No. 253) granting a pension to | 
Mrs. Nancy Weatherford; to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

A bill (H. R. No, 266) for the relief of Cap- 
tain J. P. Hatch, of the United States Army; to | 
the Committee on Military Affairs. rad 














A bill (H. R. No. 290) for the relief of Emma 
Bidamon; to the Committee on Claims. 


A joint resolution (J. R. No. 10) for the re- | 


lief of Dr. William P. A. Hail, late of the Ten- 
nessee volunteers in the Mexican war; to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

A bill (H. R. No. 268) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Captain Joseph H. wae 


A bill (H. R. No. 272) for the relief of the 
heirs of the late Colonel John Hardin; to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

LAND FOR RAILROADS. 
Mr. YULEE. Asthere seems to bea brief in- 


terval which may be appropriated to the purpose, 
I ask the Senate to take up bill (S. No. 3) to pro- 
vide for the sale, by preémption, of certain portions 
of the public lands to the States within which 


they lie. Itis a bill reported back from the Com- 


mittee on Public Lands. I will state, in asking 


the Senate to take it up, that my principal purpose | 
is that the bill may be read, and the amendment | 


proposed as a substitute by the committee adopt- 
ed; and then, if it shall give rise to any debate, 
I shall have no objection to its being passed over 


until a subsequent day. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, asin Committee of the Whole, to consider 


| the bill which was reported from the Committee 
| on Public Lands, with an amendment to strike out 
| all after the enacting clause, and insert the fol- 


lowing: 
That any State in which there are public lands shall be 


| allowed to enter at the proper land office seven thousand 
| six hundred and eighty acres tothe mile of railroad, of the 


lands belonging to the United States, and within twelve 
miles on each side of any roads that have been authorized 
and located under the authority of the Legislature of said 
State; and whenever located and reported with a map 


effect, all the vacant unappropriated public lands within 
twelve miles on each side of the route, shall be withdrawn 
from sale or entry, by public advertisement of said Secretary, 


to be withheld for six months, within which period the lands | 


| shall be located: Provided, That town and village property, 


| in-lots or out-lots, and all lands reserved by law for schools, 


salines, or other purposes, shall not be considered as coming 
within the provisions of this act; and the State in which 
such land is located shall pay to the United States for 


such lands as located, on or before the expiration of ten | 


years from the date of the order of withdrawal of the same, 


| at the following rates, to wit: lands which have not been 


subject to private entry five years, one dollar and twenty- | 


five cents per acre; lands which have been subject to pri- 


vate entry five years, one dollar per acre ; lands which have | 
been subject to private entry ten years, seventy-five cents | 


per acre; lands which have been subject to private entry 
fifteen years, and not more than twenty, fifty cents per acre ; 
and all others twenty-five cents per acre ; counting each of 


| said periods from the first day of July, or beginning of the 


| fiscal year within which the lands became subject to private 








} 
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entry, to the first day of July, or beginning of the fiscal year 
within which the lands were withdrawn trom sale or entry: 
Provided, That no State shall be entitled to the benefits of 


this act for any railroad for which a separate grant orgrants | 


of land shall have been made by Congress for any railroad, 
so far as the same was in operation more than one year 
prior to the passage of this act. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said States, | 
as preémptors, by such agents as may be appointed by the | 


Executive of said States, under the direction of the Legis- 
lature thereof, may select and locate the amount of lands 


so granted by this act, and may dispose of any or all of them, | 


subject to the conditions of this act, in such manner as 
may best insure the construction of said roads and the pay- 
ment to the Government of the United States for the said 


lands, within the time aforesaid, the price prescribed herein : | 
Provided, That no title to said lands shall vest in any State 
| Or company until their equivalent in money shal! have been 


paid into the Treasury of the United States; which being 
done, patents shall be issued by the proper Department, for 
the lands so paid for, to the parties designated by the Exec- 
utive of said State in which the land lies: Provided further, 
That whenever any State shall assign its rights or interests 
under this act, every such right or interest shall remain as 


subject to its provisions as if no such assignment had been | 


made. 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That if any such State 
shall fail to build and complete. or cause to be built and 
completed, twenty miles of any road to which this act shall 
be upplied, within two years from the date of the with- 
drawal from entry of said lands, or shall fail to build and com- 
plete, or cause to be built and completed, one half the 


whole length of said road, within five years from said date | 


of withdrawal, or shall not build and complete, or cause to 
be built and completed, the whole line of said road within 


that either of such failures shall operate as a forfeiture to 
the United States of all lands which may have been select- 
ed for the construction of such road, and which the United 
States shall not have been paid for. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said railroads 
shall be and remain public highways for the use of the 
Government of the United States, free from toll or other 
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A bill (H. K. No. 257) for the relief of Jacob | charge upon the transportation of property or troops of 1) 
| United States, and for the transportation of the mails ur . 
| 


the direction of the Post Office Department, at such co 
pensation as the Congress may by law direct. > 


Sec. 5. And be it furlher enacted, That all lands . 
withdrawn from sale shall be and continue, notw ~ 


ing such withdrawal, subject to entry and occupancy by 
actual settlers, at prices not exceeding five dollars per acre, 
and every State availing itself of the provisions of this 4, 
| shall provide for carrying out this provision in good faith. 
| but no omission thus to provide shall suspend the right of 
| any person to enter upon and occupy stich lands as afore. 
said, nor shall such right of occupancy be in any respec; 
abridged by any State law or regulation whatever. F 

Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, the latter por- 
tion of the amendment I have not had an oppor. 
tunity of looking at. It occurs to me, howeyey 
| that if actual settlers are permitted to enter th, 

land, it ought to be at $1 25 per acre. We shou|i 
| not allow railroad companies to purchase th, 
lands at $1 25 an acre, and at the same time ro. 
fuse them to the actual settler for less than fiys 
dollars per acre. That provision seems to me tp 
be rather oppressive on the settlers, and obnox. 
ious to serious objections. 

Mr. STUART. I desire to say in the outse; 
that I do not suppose the Senate will dispose of 
the bill this morning. The Senator from Florid, 
desired to call it up for the purpose of having the 
|} amendment agreed to, with the understandins 

that it might then lie over. ; 

I will only say, in respect to the point raised 
by the Senator from Mississippi, that [ think he 
will find, on an inspection of the substitute, that 
it is unobjectionable in the view of it which he 
has suggested. The object is to allow the State 
| or its grantees to take, by preémption, a certain 
amount of land on either side of the road, within 
| the limit of twelve miles, at the graduated price, 
| and to have ten years within which to pay for it, 
| The provision to which the attention of the Sen- 
ator has been called is for the purpose of prevent. 
ing any obstruction of actual settlement. |r 
authorizes any actual settler to go on this land, 
notwithstanding its reservation, and take it at 
five dollars per acre. The surplus over and above 
the Government price, as a matter of course, will 
be paid to the State or its grantees, for the pur- 
pose of constructing the road. It will be seen, 
however, that, if a credit were given for ten years 
to the company, and if, during that term of ten 
years, the iden withheld from occupancy by 
actual settlers, the whole settlement of a State 
would be prevented. 

I make this explanation now, inasmuch as 
the objection has been raised. I repeat, that the 
amendment may be agreed to informally, and the 
consideration of the bill then postponed until the 
Senate can have an ample opportunity to examine 
it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. This isa very import 
ant bill, and has, I imagine, escaped to a very 
considerable extent the attention of the Senate— 
it certainly bas escaped mine until this morning. 
This is not the time of the day which is calcu- 
lated, according to the usage of the Senate, to call 
to a measure generalattention. At this time, be- 
tween twelve and one o’clock, the passage of im- 

ortant bills is not customary. 

Mr. STUART. The Senator will allow me to 
say, thatI stated to the Senate a moment ago, that 
| it was not proposed to take the question on this 
bill now, but to let the amendment be agreed to 
informally, and then postpone its consideration 
until it can receive the full attention of the Senate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Lhope the amendment 
will not be agreed to, formally or informally; i 
shall not be with my consent. We are giving 
lands to the new States to make railroads. They 
make them, and then they come and ask us to 
| give them seven thousand six hundred acres to 
| the mile along the line to settle. This is founded 
| on as little reason as any of the various attempts 
_of which I have heard, on the part of the new 
| States, to get possession of the public lands. 
| can agree to this amendment in no way—form- 
= or informally. 
I 


ithstanq. 











r. YULEE. Mr. President—— i 

The PRESIDENT. The hour for the special 
order has arrived; and it will be taken up, unless 
the Senate otherwise direct. The special order !s 
the regelutions of the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
Iverson,] for the appointment of a select com- 
|| mittee to investigate the action of the late naval 
|| board. The Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bat- 
arp] has the floor. 





